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Jerry  Glower  tells  DOMs:  ‘‘I  didn’t  know  you 
could  be  a  Baptist  and  not  believe  the  Bible” 


NEW  ORLEANS,  June  10  —  dues.”  we’re  arguing  about  now." 

DMiaring  himself  a  “free  moral  agent  He  related  how  he  was  saved  ^ .  „ 

under  God,”  comedian  Jerry  Qower  through  a  home  mission  project  and  revere  the  Bible  from  the  time  he 
told  associational  directors  of  mis-  has  participated  in  all  phases  of 
sions  June  10  he’s  sick  of  negativism  church  life  since  then.  “1  made  the 
and  power  politics  in  the  Southern  motion  to  hire  the  associational  mis- 
Batist  Convention.  sionary,”  he  quipped.  “I’m  on  your 

“I  love  y’all  ’cause  you  ain’t  no  side” 
pessimists,”  the  Grand  Ole  Opry  star  Glower  said  people  sometimes  ask 
told  about  500  pmple  attending  the  him  what  he  believes  about  the  Bible, 

Southern  Baptist  Conference  of  as  a  way  to  find  out  where  his  political 

Associational  Directors  of  Missions  at  loyalties  lie.  “I  didn’t  know  you  could  personal  experience  with  Jesus  Christ 
the  Landmark  Hotel  in  Metairie  be  a  Baptist  and  not  believe  the  Bible,”  wh*"  I  was  13  years  of  age.  I  am  in 
Glower  used  humor  to  address  he  retorted.  low  with  and  worship  Jesus, 

issues  in  the  denomination’s  11-year-  Although  not  calling  names,  Qower  “Let’s  don’t  take  our  focus  off 
old  internal  fight.  He  said  he  decided  implied  tht  some  of  the  denomina-  J^us,”  he  urged.  “Folks  are  going  to 
to  speak  about  the  Southern  Baptist  tion’s  more  conservative  leadership  die  and  go  to  hell  while  we  decide  who 
controversy  even  though  he  had  refus-  have  chastised  him  for  making  fun  of  believes  the  Bible.” 
ed  to  comment  on  national  scandals  the  inerrancy  issue.  He  said  he  has  Gower  said  the  SBC  controversy  is 

that  have  plagued  prominent  televi-  “done  been  called  to  Dallas”  to  ex-  i . 

Sion  evangelists  in  recent  years.  plain  comments  he  made  in  the  past.  Scripture.  It’s  about  power.’' 

He  recalled  being  approached  ^  a  Gower  said  he  refuses  to  get  involv-  He  described  reading  about  events  trustees  in  the  same  way  Roy  I— ^ _ _ —  i _ _ _ 

television  reporter  with  questions  ed  in  writing  letters  back  and  forth  at  Southern  Baptist  agencies  and  the  Honeycutt,  president  of  Southern  their  ^urch»  with  abrolute  aiithon' 

about  the  fall  of  televangelist  Jim  and  prefers  to  meet  in  person  to  r"''”  ''  ‘  •  . 

Bakker.  “I  ain’t  got  a  dog  in  that  fi^t,”  clarify  such  issues.  “And  th^  always  him 
Gower  told  the  reporter  as  he  d^in-  want  to  tape  it,”  he  said, 
ed  to  be  interviev^.  “But  that  doesn’t  bother  me  said. 

Howevn;  when  it  comes  to  the  SBC,  because  I  tell  the  truth.  If  you  always  convention 
“I’ve  got  a  dog  in  that  fi^t,”  said  tell  the  truth  you  don’t  have  to  worry 
Gower,  who  has  been  a  Southern  Bap-  about  what  you  say.” 
tist  for  50  years. 

“I  love  y’all,”  Gower  told  the  direc 

tors  (rf  missions.  “Not  just  anyme  can  to  argue  about  “Smnebody  thought 
say  that.  I  can  because  I’ve  paid  my  the  word  inerrant,  and  that’s  what 


„  .  -j  ^  .  suppOTt  recent  elected  leadership  has  and  say  that. 

He  dMlarra  ^t  he  was  taught  to  shown  for  the  Cooperative  Program.  “We  need  to  find  out  who  put  that 
11  j  ■■  'y  y.T  ■■■  j"  ^  voting  for  nobody  to  be  presi-  fellow  in  a  position  where  he  could 

^lled  m  B^lJ  ^d  still  ^ds  the  dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  make  such  an  accusation  and  treat  so- 
ible  regularly.  That  s  why  I’m  a  tion  who  don’t  suppwt  the  Cooperative  meone  like  a  dog.” 

Program,”  he  said.  Gower  quipped  that  if  J(rfinson 

Gower  said  his  church  gives  30  per-  were  so  smart,  “we  need  to  put  him 
cent  of  its  income  to  the  denomina-  in  charge  of  everything.” 
tion’s  unified  giving  plan  for  missions  “HoW  cah  you  Idbk  into  the  face  of 
and  theological  education.  a  seminary  president  and  say,  ‘You 

“If  you  want  to  be  president  of  our  don’t  believe  Ae  Bible? 
convention,  don’t  be  no  independent  “We  ain’t  going  to  let  nobody  do  our 
Baptist,”  Gower  shouted.  preacher  that  way  at  the  Blast  Fork 

Gower  also  addressed  critics  of  the  Church,”  Glower  .said.  “We’re 
denomination’s  seminaries.  His  place  autonomous.” 
on  the  [Htigram  followed  a  message  ^  He  said  autonomy  means  his 
.  -  „  Landrum  Leavell,  president  of  New  church  has  a  “trash  can  doctrine.” 

believes  the  Bible.  Orleans  Seminary.  •  “Make  any  kind  of  resolution  you 

“Don’t  let  aiQTone  hurt  him,”  Gower  want  to  this  we^.  We’ll  take  it  back, 
not  about  the  Bible.  “This  isn’t  about  said  <rf  Leavell.  He  urged  the  crowd  to  lo(rfi  it  over,  and  if  we  don’t  want  to  do 

Ijggp  Leavell  from  being  criticized  1^  it,  we’ll  trash  it.” 

He  poked  fun  at  pastors  who  rule 

SBC  Executive  Coimnittee  that  upset  Seminary  in  Lmiisville,  Ky.,  was  ty.  “Don’t  be  senchng  me  wort  about 
*’*"1.  “The  devil’s  got  us  doing  recently  criticized  by  a  first-term  what  I’ve  got  to  un^rstand  from  the 
soinething  that’s  not  important,”  he  trustee  Holy  Spirit,”  he  said,  explaining  that 

'Negativism  can  destroy  our  The  25-year-old  trustee,  Jerry  in  ^ptist  polity  “the  preacher  ain’t 

Johnson  oi  Auiwa,  Cola,  accused  the  got  no  more  vote  than  my  19-year-oid 
Gower  said  television  evangelists  63-yev-oid  Honeycutt  of  not  believing  daughter.” 
got  in  trouble  because  they  lacked  ac-  the  Bible  “Dcrn’t  send  me  wort  out  of  your 

Gower  said  he  believes  the  issue  of  countability  for  their  money  and  “That^  the  most  unchristian  thing  study  that  we’re  going  to  move  the 
inerrancy  was  created  as  something  ministries.  ’The  same  should  not  be  I  ever  heart  said  from  another  Chris-  church  if  we  ain’t  discussed  it  and 

true  for  Southern  Baptists,  he  said,  tian  in  all  my  life,”  Gower  said.  “You  voted  on  it,”  he  said.  “One  pope  in 
However,  he  lamented  the  lack  oi  don’t  put  your  finger  in  nobody’s  face  Rome  is  enough.” 


Charleston  police  chief  returns 
to  town  as  pastor  of  First  Church 


In  April  of  this  year.  Tommy  Clark  though  she  was  reluctant  to  give  him  Ordained  in  Memphis,  be  served  as 
faced  a  decision  about  whether  w  not  much  encouragement  yet,  for  she  piastor  at  Charjean  Church,  then 
to  become  pastor  of  First  Church,  didn’t  want  her  husband  to  be  a  “wife-  returned  to  Mississippi  as  pastor  at 
Charleston,  a  small  town  at  the  called  preacher.”  North  Carrollton  Church,  where  95 

eastern  edge  of  the  Delta.  Eleven  previouslv  Marilvn  had  told  him  new  members  were  received  for  bap- 

Church.  Groetfmod,  she  had  public-  bom  to  the  Garks. 

committed  her  life  to  be  a  mis-  When  this  year  on  May  24,  the  Clark 
For  him,  events  have  moved  full  thought  she  might  family  again  moved  to  Charleston, 

storv  becan  in  1979  when  ®  "I'ssionary.  Tbnimy  retained  John  15: 5  as  his  text 

and  full  of  quesUons  and  apprehen-  gram  will  be  to  be  a  frirnd  and 

sions.  However,  be  as  a  young  Ctarla-  Since  the  28-year-old  police  chief’s  neighbor  in  the  Name  of  Christ . . . .” 
tianhadtakenthetext,  John  19:5,  for  higher  education  had  b^n  in  police  He  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
living  —  “Apart  from  me  you  can  do  w^,  at  Hinds  Junior  College  and  the  Houston  Clark  of  Jackson.  His  wife  is 
nothing”  He  and  his  wif^  Marilyn,  Police  Academy,  he  felt  a  ikm  for  fur-  the  daughter  of  Mayor  and  Mrs.  Louis 
and  their  two  boys  moved  to  north  ther  study,  to  prepare  himself  for  Fancher  of  Greenwood. 

Mississippi.  answering  God’s  call.  Therefore,  he  Two  blocks  from  the  city  haU  where 

While  he  was  police  chief,  he  and  his  and  his  family  in  January,  1960,  mov-  he  once  served  as  chief  of  police,  his 
family  were  active  in  Friendship  ed  to  Memphis,  where  he  studied  at  name  is  now  posted  as  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Charleston.  Then,  in  October  Mid-South  Bible  College  and  was  Church.  Still  servii^  the  people  of 
of  1979,  he  was  licensed  to  preach,  graduated  in  1984  from  Mid-America  Charleston,  he  now  is  servant  of  the 
Again,  he  recalls,  Jesus’  words  in  Seminary,  with  the  equivalent  of  a  Chief  Shepherd.  As  someone  said, 
John  15:5  spurred  him  on.  He  said  it  master’s  degree  in  theology.  During  “God  just  took  a  decade  to  get  Ibrn- 
was  a  real  source  of  strength  to  him  that  time,  another  son  an^daughter  my  Gark  ready  to  do  what  he  really 
that  his  wife  did  not  discourage  him,  were  added  to  the  family.  wanted  him  to  do  in  Charleston.” 
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Representatives  of  churches  are  to  its  position  so  that  the  church  could  perceived  fundamentalist  leanings,  he 
beginning  to  call  to  dwlare  their  chur-  feel  comfortable  within  the  Southern  called  attention  to  what  he  thouj^t 
ches’  intentions  of  rearranging  their  Baptist  fellowship.  The  Baptist  were  unethical  practices  of  the  fun¬ 
giving  patterns  to  accommo^te  the  General  Convention  of  Tlexas  “per-  damentalist  leadership  of  the  com- 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  manently  excluded”  Norris  in  1924.  mittee.  Subsequent  printed  material 
Affairs.  The  move  “back  to  our  roots”  was  concerning  Montoya’s  background, 

Southern  Baptist  funding  through  structured  20  years  ago  in  a  meeting  however,  was  found  not  to  correspond 
the  Cooperative  Program  for  the  Ban-  between  Paige  Patterson  and  Paul  to  official  records  obtained  from 
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Southern  Baptists  alter 
relationship  with  BJCPA 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  - 
Messengers  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  completed  a  series  of 
votes  June  13  to  alter  the  S9C’s 
historic  relationship  to  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs. 

By  a  show  of  hands,  messengers 
adopted  a  Cooperative  Program 
unified  budg^  recommendation  oi  the 
SBC  Executive  (Ommittee  that  in¬ 
cludes  an  87.2  percent  cut  of  the 
BJCPA’b  budget  The  action  decreases 
the  BJCPA’S  1990-91  budget  from 
$391,596  to  $50,000. 

Before  this  action,  the  BJCPA  had 
survived  Five  attempts  in  six  years  to 
either  defund  it  or  to  alter  the  method 
which  its  funding  was  provided. 

Tlie  previous  day,  messengers  voted 
17,915  to  13,608  to  defeat  an  amend¬ 
ment  that  would  have  restored  the 
then-proposed  cut. 

The  amendment,  by  messenger 
Frank  Ingraham  of  FrankUn,  Ihnn., 
called  for  the  BJCPA,  the  SBC  Chris¬ 
tian  Life  Commission  and  the  SBC 
Public  Af&irs  Committee  to  receive 
1.89  percent  increases  in  line  with  in- 


By  Robert  O’Brien 

creases  for  other  SBC  entities  in  the 
$137.3  million  Cooperative  Program 
budget  proposal. 

B^id^  slashing  theBJCPA  budget, 
the  CP  budget  proposal,  as  finally 
passed,  increases  the  CLC  budget 
40.7  percent  to  $1,262,836  and  the  PAC 
budget  by  5.47  percent  to  $25,000. 

The  CIC  increase  was  grant^  after 
messengers  approved  an  Executive 
Committee  recommendation  to  add  a 
religious  liberty  function  to  the  CLC, 
the  convention’s  moral  concerns 
agency. 

That  action  passed  by  a  show  of 
hands  after  messengers  defeated, 
14,789  to  12,626,  another  motion  by  In¬ 
graham  to  strike  the  committee’s 
rec(»nmendatioD.  In^^diam  is  an  at- 
tramey  and  fmmer  member  of  Uie 
SBC  Ehcecutive  (Jonunittee 

Historically,  the  BJCPA,  a  First 
Amendment/religious  liberty 
organization  in  Washington,  has 
handled  religious  liberty  concerns  for 
Southern  Baptists.  The  BJCPA,  made 
iq>of  nine  Baptist  denominations,  has 
had  a  53-year  relationship  with  the 
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SBC  through  the  18-member  PAC. 

The  BJ(^A  has  been  a  center  of 
controversy  in  the  SBC’s  11-year-old 
political/theological  debate  on  such 
matters  as  school  {nayer  and  the  rela¬ 
tionship  of  religious  liberty  to  moral 
and  social  concerns. 

In  a  news  conference,  James  Dunn, 
executive  director  of  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee,  said  be  expected  interested 
Southern  Baptist  individuals,  chur¬ 
ches  and  state  conventions  to  more 
than  cover  the  loss  of  funding  with 
direct  gifts. 

In  a  related  action,  messengers  ap¬ 
proved  an  Executive  Committee 
recommendation  to  delete  the  PAC’s 
program  statement. 

That  action  does  not  end  the  PAC, 
which  will  continue  to  functimi  under 
a  set  <rf  guidelines  drawn  up  by  the 
Executive  (Committee.  The  committee 
recommended  deletion  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  statement  because  only  SBC 
agencies  have  program  statements. 

Robert  O’Brien  is  on  the  staff  of 
FMB 


Mam  Indians 
dedicate  chapel 

TONINCnUN,  Guatemala  -  The 
Hrst  Baptist  chapel  among  the  Mam 
Indians  in  Guatemala  was  recently 
dedicated  in  Tbninchun.  Duri^  the 
three-day  celebration,  12  new  Chris¬ 
tians  were  baptized.  Veteran  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  Wendall  and 
Jane  Parker  and  first-term  mis¬ 
sionaries  Keith  and  Penny  Stamps, 
Mississippians,  have  been  working 
with  the  Mam  in  the  villages  (rf  Tbnin¬ 
chun  and  Ihjumulco  for  three  years. 


WMU  to  coordinate  mission  housing 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Housing 
arrangements  for  Southern  Baptist 
foreign  missionaries  in  the  United 
States  will  be  transferred  from  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  to  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  Sept.  1. 

The  change  resulted  from  an  ar¬ 
rangement  tetween  the  board  and  the 
WMU  that  this  function  was  one  the 
WMU  is  ideally  positioned  to  handle. 

“Women  of  the  WMUs  have  long 
been  involved  in  the  provision  of  hous¬ 
ing,  and  often  they  are  th«  ones  who 
are  responsible  for  the  equipping  of 
the  iHMises  and  receiving  me  mis¬ 
sionaries  upon  arrival,”  explained 
Kistie  Patch,  the  board’s  missionary 
housing  cooi^inator. 

The  board  has  maintained  a  list  of 
missionary  housing  sponsors  from 
throughout  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 


vention,  Patch  said.  ‘We  serve  as  a 
resource  to  the  missionaries  and  to 
those  who  wish  to  provide  housing  for 
missionaries.  We  work  to  get  these 
two  groups  of  people  togepier,”  she 
said.  In  addition  to  furlouj^  periods, 
housinjg  is  made  available  to  mis¬ 
sionaries  during  medical  emergen¬ 
cies,  when  they  have  problems  obtain¬ 
ing  resident  visas  overseas  or  at  other 
times. 

Patch  makes  the  lists  available  to 
missionaries,  who  contact  sponsors 
directly  to  seciu%  the  housing. 

Effective  Sept.  L  Barbara  Yeager  at 
WMU  will  be  the  new  housing  coor¬ 
dinator.  She  can  be  contacted  at 
WMU,  PO.  Box  830010,  Birmingham, 
Ala.  35283-0010.  Her  phone  number  is 
205-991-4021. 


Causey  receives  Scouting  award 

Eagle  Scout  Bill  Causey  receives  the  Good  Shepherd  Cross  and  Staff  from  James 
E.  "Johnny”  Johnson,  national  chairman  of  the  Association  of  Baptists  for  Scouting. 
Causey,  executive  director  of  the  MississiF>pi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  received  the 
award  for  his  encouragement  to  youths  and  contributions  to  Scouting.  Causey  was 
nominated  by  felfow  Eagle  Scout,  Paul  Jones,  executive  director  of  the  Mississippi 
Christian  Action  Commission.  To  Causey’s  right  is  Larry  Lewis,  president  of  the  Home 
Mission  Board,  who  also  received  the  award.  On  the  podium  is  Gen.  Erie  Cocke, 
Jr.  The  awards  were  presented  at  a  breakfast  during  the  SBC  in  New  Orleans. 

Foreign  Board  appoints 
former  Mississippians 


RICniMOND,  Va.  -  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
David  E.  Shofner  were  among  34 
people  named  missionaries  by  the 
Southern  Baptut  Foreign  M^on 
Board  June  13  in  the  Superdome  in 
New  Orleai^  La. 

As  missionarv  associates  the 
Shofners  will  live  in  Honduras,  where 
he  will  start  and  devdop  churches  and 
they  will  be  involved  m  a  variety  ot 
outreach  ministries. 

Since  1969  he  has  been  pastor  of 
West  Pensacola  Church  in  Pensacola, 
FU. 

Bom  in  TiiscumlMa,  Ala.,  Shofner  is 
the  son  of  the  late  James  E.  and 
Elizabeth  Shofner.  While  vowing  up 
he  also  lived  in  Mobile,  Aia.  He  con¬ 
siders  Pensacola  his  hometown  and 
West  Pensacola  Baptist  his  home 
church. 

He  received  the  bachelor  of  arts 
d^ree  from  Mississippi  (Joll^e  in 
Clinton  and  the  bachelor  of  divinity 
degree  from  New  Orleans  Seminary. 


He  also  attended  William  Carey  Od- 
1^  in  Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

He  has  been  pastor  of  Ontral 
Church  in  Yazoo^  Miss.;  BeOville 
Church  in  ENeigreen,  Ala.;  Cedar  Mil 
Church  in  Brewton,  Ala.;  and  Circle 
Church  in  Pensacola. 

Bora  in  Garland,  Ala.,  Mrs,  Shofaei; 
the  former  Myra  Sims,  is  the  dau^dv 
of  the  late  Milton  M.  and  Ibrnmie 
Sims.  While  vowing  ^  she  also  liv¬ 
ed  in  Mobile  She  consiclm  Pensacola 
her  hometown  and  West  Pensacola 
Church  her  home  church. 

She  received  the  bachelor  of  scienoe 
degree  from  Mississippi  Ckdlege  and 
the  master  of  arts  degrM  from  the 
Universitv  of  West  Florida  in  Pen¬ 
sacola.  Sm  also  attended  William 
Chrey  Collie  and  has  been  a  teacher 
in  Pensacola. 

The  Shofners,  who  have  four  growm 
children,  will  go  to  Rockville,  Va.,  in 
June  for  a  seven-week  orientation 
before  leaving  for  the  field. 


This  responsibility  will  blend  well 
with  WMU’s  function  of  missions 
education,  said  Yeager.  “We  thought 
it  would  be  a  perfect  avenue  to  further 
our  own  ministry  here  at  WMU,”  she 
said. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  has 
coordinated  U.S.  housing  for  mis¬ 
sionaries  since  the  early  1970s. 
Earlier,  Southern  Baptist  sponsors 
and  missionaries  handled  ar¬ 
rangements  themselves. 

Southern  Baptist  sponsors  offering 
housing  include  individuals,  local 
churches,  church  associations  and 
state  Baptist  conventions.  About  350 
sponsors  are  registered  with  the 
brard.  Other  Southern  Baptists  also 
make  housing  available  on  their  own 
to  missionaries. 


“Do  right  thing  at 
right  time”  —  Parks 


By  Mark  Wingfield 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptists  must  do  the  ri^t  thing  while 
God  has  provided  the  right  time,  the 
president  of  the  denomination’s 
Foreign  Mission  Board  said  June  13. 

“This  is  the  right  time,  and  we  must 
not  do  wrong  at  the  time  (}od  has  call¬ 
ed  right,”  Keith  Parks  told 
messengers  to  the  annual  iVieeting  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
Parks  was  the  keynote  speaker  in  the 
board’s  annual  report  to  the  conven¬ 
tion,  which  featured  the  appointment 


of  34  missionaries. 

Southern  Baptists  face  open  doors. 
Parks  reported,  “There  are  great 
unreached  people  ^ups  waiting.  We 
have  set  our  commitment  to  reach  300 
of  them ;  we  now  have  people  assign¬ 
ed  to  19. 

“There  are  47  other  grou{»  approv¬ 
ed  that  represent  a  population  of  260 
million  people  —  the  equivalent  of  the 
United  States  population  —  with  vir 
tually  no  witness .... 

(Continued  on  page  10) 
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Forum  names  First,  Jackson  ‘‘Church  of  the  Year 


By  Art  Toalston 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  The 
theme  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Forum,  “Recapturing  the 
Future,”  became  one  of  recalling 
frustrations  during  the  six  sermons 
that  headlined  the  meeting  June  11  in 
New  Orleans. 

Attendance  stretched  beyond  2,000 
for  afternoon  addresses  by  Randall 
Lolley  and  Carolyn  Weatherford 
Crumpler.  Lolley,  pastor  of  First 
Church  of  Greensboro,  N.C.,  was  the 
tar^t  of  SBC  conservatives  before  his 
resignation  as  president  of 
Southeastern  Seminary  in  1988. 
Crumpler,  retired  executive  director 
of  the  denomination’s  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  and  wife  (rf  a  Cincinnati 
Baptist  pastor,  was  a  candidate  for 
first  vice  president  of  the  convention 
in  behalf  of  SBC  moderates. 

David  Montoya,  a  Gravette,  Ark., 
pastor  who  broke  ranks  with  conser¬ 
vatives  last  year,  also  addressed  the 
meeting  of  SBC  moderates. 

Montoya  announced  his  intention  to 
challenge  some  30  nominations  to  SBC 
entities. 

He  urge<r  the  forum  audience  to 


pray  for  ‘bther  misguided  zealots  like 
myself.” 

LoUq'  likened  leaders  of  the  conser¬ 
vative  faction  controlling  the  SBC  to 
cowboys.  “They  rule  from  their  sad¬ 
dles,”  he  said.  “Never  expect  a  cowboy 
to  do  a  shepherd’s  job.  Jesus  said,  T 
am  the  good  shepherd.’  Shepherds 
lead  sheep  and  die  for  them  if  they 
have  to.” 

Crumpler  warned  that  Southern 
Baptists  are  losing  their  credibility 
because  of  their  longstanding  con¬ 
troversy.  The  effort  that  Southern 
Baptists  are  putting  into  debating  the 
Bible  should  be  redirected  toward 
“hiding  it  in  our  hearts,”  she  said, 
“and  following  its  commands.” 

Frank  Pollard,  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  echoed 
Crumpler’s  sentiments.  News  ac¬ 
counts  focusing  on  Southern  Baptists 
before  the  onset  of  the  controversy  in 
1979  “reflected  in  one  way  or  another 
‘these  people  are  fools  for  Christ’s 
sake,’  ”  Pollard  said.  “Now  media 
reports  declare  us  only  to  be  fools  who 
have  lost  our  purpose  and  turned  on 
each  other.” 

Once  the  denomination  was  grow- 


m  ■ 

■  %  " 


Frank  Pollard 


ing  by  200,0(X)  people  a  year,  Pollard 
said.  “Now  we’re  almost  losing  more 
people  than  we’re  gaining.”  And,  he 
recounted,  a  key  convention  rally  in 
1979  in  the  Houston  Astrodome  to 
boost  the  denomination’s  “Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust”  goal  of  sharing  the 
gospel  worldwide  by  the  year  2000  was 
undercut  “before  24  hours  had  elaps¬ 
ed”  by  the  start  of  the  controversy. 

Other  speakers  during  the  fonun 
were  Gene  Garrison,  pastor  of  First 
CSiurch  in  Oklahoma  CSty,  Okla. ;  John 
Killinger,  distinguished  professor  of 
religion  and  culture  at  Samford 
University  in  Birmingtom,  Ala.;  and 
Herbert  Reynolds,  president  of  Baylor 
University  in  Waco,  'Texas. 

Garrison  reminded  that  Christ  calls 
his  followers  “not  necessarily  to  win 
but  to  be  faithful.  Not  every  battle  is 
Armageddon.”  Through  their 
faithfulness,  he  said,  moderates  some¬ 
day  may  see  the  convention  return  to 
peace. 

Killinger  observed  that  Baptists 
have  faltered  by  “trying  to  use  Christ 
instead  of  falling  down  and  worship¬ 
ping  him.  That’s  where  all  the  pro¬ 


blems  in  the  SBC  are  coming  from  — 
people  who  don’t  know  what  CJhris- 
tianity  is  all  about . .  .  people  forget¬ 
ting  that  Jesus  is  Lord.” 

Reynolds,  focusing  on  the 
“historical  and  psychological  context” 
of  the  denomination’s  “fundamen¬ 
talists,”  charged  that  they  have  used 
“The  Big  Lie”  as  part  of  a  mass  move¬ 
ment  strategy  to  take  control  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Voted  onto  the  forum’s  nine- 
member  steering  committee  were 
Jan  Aldredge  Clanton,  chaplain  at 
Hillcrest  Baptist  Hospital  in  Waco, 
Texas;  John  Hewett,  ^stor  of  First 
Church  in  Asheville,  N.C.;  and 
Richard  Groves,  pastor  of  Wake 
Forest  Church  in  Winston-Salem,  N.C. 

Cecil  Sherman,  pastor  of  Broadway 
Church  in  Fort  Worth,  Ttexas,  and  a 
longtime  foe  of  the  conservative 
movement,  was  named  the  forum’s 
“Prophet  of  the  Year.”  First  Church  of 
Jackson,  Miss.,  received  the  forum’s 
“Church  of  the  Year  Award.”  The 
church  was  cited  as  a  “flagship 
church  ...  not  only  incize  but  in  mis¬ 
sion  and  ministry.” 

Art  Toalston  writes  for  FMB. 


12  of  14  resolutions 

die  for  laek  of  quorum 


ment  ot  legislation.  -p,,  choir  of  Rrat  Church,  Jackson,  is  shown  during  a  performance  at  the 

The  resolution  also  asks  the  Chris-  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  June  14  in  New  Orleans.  Larry  Black  is  director  of  the 
tian  Life  Commission  and  other  ap-  choir, 
propriate  entities  to  call  on  the  U.S. 

C^ot^ress  “to  amend  federal  child  por-  a  •  1  11 

land  facilities.”^  Avoid  overload,  error. 

The  second  resolution  adopted  by  '  ' 

messengers,  on  environmental  XT"* _ _  m _ 11 

Vines  tells  messengers 

creation,”  they  are  “called  to  be  By  Kea  Camp 

faithful  stewards  of  that  which  is  en¬ 
trusted  to  us”  new  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  The  choke  of  Sunday  School  Uterature  w- 

n.rui.!  Southem  Baptist  Cooveotion  must  be  ed,  the  degree  of  financial  siqiport  for 

^  tendency  toward  cooperative  missions  endeavors  and 
‘Organizational  overload  and  doc-  the  organizations  preaent  in  a  con- 
error”  or  be  destined  for  the  gregaaS^U  are  prerogatives  of  local 
^  ^  denominatioos,”  di?^.  Chureh«iSust  not  allow 

evangeusuc  wnness.  csnventiooPreskient  Jerry  Vines  said  themselves  to  be  intimidated  by 

Linda  Lawson  writes  for  BSSB.  June  li.  “borenucratk  bulli»”  because '  of 

Vines,  jmtor  of  First  Chtadi  of  their  choices,  he  saia 

At  the  same  time,  Vines  said  thid 
c«W«Vtional independence shou^ 
be  tempered  by  interdependence  on 
the  three-day  meeting  in  New  like-mi^  chLxAes^SJerating  to 

‘THose  denominations  that  affirm 

_  .  the  inspiration,  inerrancy,  and  in-  ^^f?***^  cannot  do  alone,  he 

elected  three  conservatives  on  the  program.  In  the  presidential  Lowery,  pastor  of  First  Church  in  fallibility  of  Scripture  have  a  bright  vJ'  ^ 

ntion  officers  during  the  first  election,  97  percent  of  those  Bossier  City,  La.,  defeated  two  can-  future.  But  those  that  do  not  are  1  ^ 

heir  annual  meeting  in  the  messengers  cast  ballots.  didates  for  uie  second  vice  president’s  destined  for  the  garbage  dump  of  ^ 

a  Superdome.  Knapp,  a  retired  missionary  to  Ibn-  post:  Ravmond  Boswell,  a  layman  denominations,”  Vines  said. 

(w  officers  are  Morris  Chap-  zania  who  now  lives  in  Gainesville,  from  Highland  Church  in  Shreveport,  Unless  churches  remain  vigilant  in  ®  .  . 

sident;  Douglas  Knapp  first  Fla.,  defeated  Carolyn  Weatherford  La.,  and  Steve  Tbndera,  a  layman  protecting  doctrinal  integrity  and 

iident;  and  Fred  Lowery,  se-  Crumpler,  former  executive  director  from  First  diurch  in  Huntsville,  Ala.  local  identity,  he  said  the  denomina-  *  ,  „  „ 

e  president.  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Woman’s  Mis-  Lowery  received  64  percent  of  the  tion  could  b^me  a  “mustard  tree  If-  ^ 

lan,  pastor  of  First  Church  in  sionary  Union  who  retired  last  year  to  vote  or  6,347  votes  compared  to  monstrosity  wjth  bureaucratic  bran-  cm>rc*>  ana  tie  win  build 

Phils,  Thxas,  defeated  Daniel  marry  and  become  a  pastor’s  wife  in  Boswellh  14  percent  or  1,407  votes,  and  ches  infested  with  blasphemous  x,-  i  *•  u-  j 

astor  of  Dunwoody  Church  in  Cincinnati.  Tbndera’s  22  percent,  or  2,178  votes,  birds  ”  -  Vines  is  compieUng  his  sroond 

Knapp  received  60  percent  of  the  In  the  race  for  second  vice  presi-  While  denominational  loyalty  is  Resident  of  the 

lan  received  58  percent  of  the  vote  or  16,348  votes,  compared  to  dent,  26  percent  of  registered  desirable.  Vines  said,  it  must  not  sup-  ^^-^niiiiion-memDer  denomination. 

21,471  votes  compared  to  Crumpler’s  40  percent  or  10,688  votes,  messengers  voted.  plant  loyalty  to  Christ  and  the  Bible.  Ken  Camp  is  with  the  Ihxas  Baptist 

42  percent,  or  15,753  votes.  In  the  race  for  first  vice  president,  70  Wingfield  is  on  the  staff  of  HMB.  Furthermore,  he  stres.sed  that  the  PR  Dept.  . 


Conservatives  sweep  top  SBC  offices 


Thursday.  June  28.  1990 
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Messengers  handle  more 


than  35 


NEW  ORLEANS,  June  14  —  Mes¬ 
sengers  to  the  1990  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  dealt  with  more  than  35 
motions  during  the  annual  three-day 
meeting  in  New  Orleans. 

The  motion  receiving  the  most  visi¬ 
ble  response  from  messengers  called 
for  the  removal  of  a  -  Southern 
Seminary  trustee.  A  large  number  of 
messengers  gave  a  lengthy  standing 
ovation  to  a  motion  by  W.  Amar 
Wadsworth  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  that 
Jerry  Johnson  be  removed  im¬ 
mediately  as  a  trustee  of  that 
institution. 

Johnson,  pastor  of  Central  Church 
in  Aurora,  Colo.,  wrote  a  16-page  ar¬ 
ticle  critical  of  Southern  Seminary 
President  Roy  Honeycutt  and  five  pro¬ 
fessors.  Johnson  has  refused  to  resign 
his  trustee  post. 

Wadswor&’s  original  motion  was 
ruled  out  of  order  t^ause,  according 
to  the  convention*^  legal  counsel,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  provide 
Johnson  with  the  fundamental  protec¬ 
tions  of  a  notice  and  a  hearing  during 
the  SBC  annual  meeting. 

But  following  that  ruling, 
Wadsworth  was  given  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  introduce  a  second  motim,  refer¬ 
ring  the  proposed  action  to  Southern 
Seminary’s  board  of  trustees. 
Messengers  approved  that  second  mo¬ 
tion  by  a  show  of  hands. 

The  lack  of  a  quorum  on  Thursday 
prohibited  the  convention  from  con¬ 
ducting  business  and  thus  from  acting 
on  a  number  of  motions. 

Messengers  referred  to  the  SBC  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  three  motions 
focusing  on  a  controversy  surrounding 
the  chairman  of  the  SBC  Committee 
on  Nominations. 


motions 

•bif' 

By  Kathy  Palen 

Chairman  Roland  Lopez  is  pastor  of 
Emmanuel  Church  in  McAllen,  Tscas, 
which  no  longer  is  considered  a 
“cooperating”  Southern  Baptist 
church  because  of  its  failure  to  make 
contributions  to  the  SBC  Cooperative 
Program. 

In  response  to  questions  about 
Lopez’s  service  as  chairman,  SBC 
President  Jerry  Vines  ruled  Lopez 
could  serve  because  his  church  was  a 
“cooperating  church”  at  the  time  of 
his  election  as  chairman. 

In  slightly  different  ways,  each  of 
the  three  motions  would  amend  the 
SBC  constitution  or  bylaws  to  prevent 
a  member  of  a  non-cooperating 
church  from  serving  in  such  an  office 

Other  motions  referred  to  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  called  for: 

—  R^uiring  all  SBC  trustees  and 
commissioners  to  be  at  least  30  years 
of  age. 

—  Studung  the  terms  “cooperating 
Baptist  church”  and  “in  friendly 
cooperation  with”  to  determine  the 
scope  and  definition  of  the  word 
“cooperation”  as  it  relates  to  the  SBC. 

—  Allowing  Baptist  state  conven¬ 
tions  to  select  their  members  on  the 
SBC  Committee  on  Nominations  and 
Committee  on  Committees. 

—  Engaging  an  “independent,  non- 
religiously  affiliated”  accounting  firm 
to  collect  and  supervise  the  tabulation 
of  ballot  votes  at  future  SBC  annual 
meetings. 

—  Requiring  all  SBC  messengers  to 
be  at  least  18  years  of  age. 

—  Placing  all  future  SBC  elections, 
motions  and  resolutions  on  ballots  to 
be  sent  to  participating  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  so  elect^  messengers 
there  could  vote. 

—  Changing  the  convention’s  name 


at  SBC 


to  the  ^Cooperative  Baptist 
Convention. 

—  Amending  SBC  Inlaws  to  provide 
“fellowship  states”  with  a  greater 
chance  of  having  representation 
status  on  SBC  committees,  boards 
and  institutions. 

—  Limiting  representation  from 
Southern  Baptist  churches  affiliated 
with  other  denominations. 

—  Amending  the  process  for  the 
signing  of  messengers’  letters. 

Messengers  also  referred  a  number 
of  motions  to  other  SBC  agencies. 
Those  motions  dealt  with: 

—  The  po^ible  establishment  of  an 
SBC  accrediting  agency.  The  motion, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Education  Conunissim,  calls 
for  a  study  of  the  feasibility  of 
establishing  such  an  accrediting 
agency  for  Southern  Baptist 
seminaries  and  colleges. 

—  Instructing  the  Southern  Baptist 
Annuity  Board  to  determine  the  best 
way  to  “exert  positive  pressure”  on  its 
insurance  carrier.  Prudential  In¬ 
surance  Co.,  to  remove  itself  as  a  cor¬ 
porate  sponsor  of  Planned  Parent¬ 
hood.  That  motion  —  as  well  as  one 
asking  for  a  study  of  the  possibility  of 
subsidizing  the  health  insurance  pro¬ 
grams  of  pastors  of  small  church^  — 
was  referred  to  the  Annuity  Etoard. 

—  A  request  to  terminate  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board’s  policy  prohibiting  financial 
support  from  being  given  to  a  woman 
serving  as  pastor  of  a  local  church. 
The  motion  was  referred  to  the  HMB. 

—  A  call  for  no  SBC  agency  or  in¬ 
stitution  to  be  used  for  political  activi¬ 
ty.  It  was  referred  to  all  convention 
entities. 

Kathy  Palen  is  on  the  staff  of  BJC. 


Land  outlines  plan  for  CLC  expansion 

r 

By  Jim  Newton 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Richard 
Land,  executive  director  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life  Com¬ 
mission,  outlined  plans  for  extensive 
expansion  of  the  CLC  office  in 
Washington  following  adoption  of  a 
$300,000  increase  to  its  budget  June  13. 

Land  said  the  action  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  to  add  religious 
liberty  and  separation  of  church  and 
state  issues  to  his  agency’s  program 
statement  would  greatly  strengthen 
Southern  Baptists’  influence  in  the  na¬ 
tion’s  capitol. 

He  discounted  as  unfounded  any 
fear  that  the  (Christian  Life  Commis¬ 
sion  would  send  messages  to  Ckm^ess 
that  would  conflict  with  the  voice  of 
the  Baptist  Joint  Ck)nunittee  on  Public 
Affairs,  which  represents  nine  Baptist 
bodies  on  religious  liberty  and  church 
state  separation  issues. 

Both  Land  and  James  Dunn,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  BJC,  answered 
questions  during  press  conferences 
following  SBC  actions  which  cut  the 
budget  of  the  BJC  by  87  percent  and 
increased  the  budget  of  the  CLC  by  40 
percent. 

Duim  said  the  action  would  free  the 
BJC  to  raise  money  from  other 
80^^08,10  reorganize  its  board  to  give 
more  representation  to  other  Baptist 
groups  and  to  project  a  more 
sophisticated  agenda. 

“It  will  also  free  us  of  a  certain 
amount  of  harassment,”  Dunn  said. 
He  added  that  the  BJC  plans  to  con¬ 


tinue  its  operation. 

The  BJC  and  CLC  might  send  con¬ 
flicting  messages  to  Congress,  but 
“we  will  just  have  to  five  with  that,” 
Dunn  said. 

The  CLC,  which  also  is  assigned  to 
handle  social  and  moral  concerns  for 
Southern  Baptists,  will  maintain  its 
national  headquarters  in  Nashville 
but  strengthen  its  operations  in 
Washington. 

Land  announced  plans  to  add  three 
members  to  the  staff  of  the  CLC’s 
Washington  office:  the  general 
counsel/Christian  citizenship  director, 
a  news  media  director,  an  ad¬ 
ministrative  assistant,  plus  the  cur¬ 
rent  director  of  government  relations, 
Jim  Smith. 

Land  said  about  35  percent  of  the 
agency’s  $1.2  million  budget  would 
support  the  new  Washington  office. 
The  CLC  is  negotiating  for  more  office 
space  within  walking  distance  of 
Capitol  Hill,  he  added. 

“My  perspective,”  said  Land,  “is 
that  we  have  a  two-pronged  assign¬ 
ment:  to  speak  to  Southern  Baptists 
as  the  denomination’s  prophetic  con¬ 
science  on  moral  and  social  issues, 
and  to  ascertain  what  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  views  are  and  bring  those  Baptist 
convictions  to  bear  before  policy- 
making  groups  in  Washington.” 

The  C!LC  will  follow  the  wishes  of 
the  SBC  as  stated  in  convention- 
adopted  resolutions  such  as  those  on 
abortion  and  prayer  in  public  schools. 


Land  said. 

However,  he  said  he  supports  the 
1962  and  1963  Supreme  (Ikiurt  decisions 
on  prayer  in  public  schools,  and 
believes  that  since  the  Supreme  (^ourt 
has  upheld  the  equal  access  clause 
that  Baptist  clamor  for  public  school 
prarer  will  decrease. 

The  (JLC  will  focus  on  issues  and  not 
endorse  candidates  for  political  office, 
he  added. 

The  conflicts  between  the  CLC  and 
BJC  will  be  far  less  than  most  people 
might  suppose,  he  predicted. 

The  gi^test  threat  to  religious 
liberty  in  the  last  half  of  the  20th  cen¬ 
tury  will  come  from  the  violatiims  of 
the  “free  exercise  of  religion  clause” 
in  the  First  Amendment  that  would 
impinge  on  individuals’  right  to  exer¬ 
cise  their  religious  faith  freely,  he 
said. 

The  recent  “Peyote  case”  in  which 
the  Supreme  Court  ruled  against 
Native  American  Indians’  use  of 
peyote  in  religious  rites  was  a  “terri¬ 
ble  travesty  that  must  be  overturned,” 
Land  noted. 

Oliver  S.  (Buzz)  Thomas,  general 
counsel  for  the  BJC,  said  earlier  that 
misinformation  had  been  circulated 
before  the  convention  on  the  BJC’s 
position  on  the  “Peyote  case.”  He 
denied  the  BJC  has  advocated  use  of 
illegal  drugs  in  religious  ceremonies. 
He  said  he  helped  draft  a  petition  for 
a  hearing  to  protect  the  free  exercise 
(Continued  on  page  6^) 


Award  winners  —  Winners  of  awards  presented  by  the  Black  Church  Extension 
Division  of  the  Home  Mission  Board  include  (front  row,  from  left)  Sallie  Carey  of  Oak, 
Calif.;  Fran  Harvey,  San  Jose,  Calif.;  E.  W.  ^^Call  Sr,  La  Puente,  Calif.;  (back  row, 
from  left)  Newton  (^arey  Jr,  Oak,  Calif.;  Eddie  Jones,  Greenville,  Miss.;  Larry  E.  Elliott, 
Jacksonville,  Fla.;  Willie  T.  Gaines,  San  Jose,  Calif.;  and  David  T.  P.  Perrin,  District 
Heights,  Md.  (SBC  photo  by  Morris  Abernathy) 


Church  extension  award 
goes  to  Eddie  Jones 


NEW  ORLEANS,  June  11  -  Chur¬ 
ches  cooperating  to  start  new  chur¬ 
ches  is  the  hope  of  evangelizing 
America,  speakers  at  a  new  work  ban¬ 
quet  said  Monday  night. 

The  banquet,  sponsored  by  the 
Home  Mission  Board,  SBC,  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  New  Work 
Fellowship,  was  held  at  the  New 
Orleans  Sheraton  Hotel  on  the  eve  of 
the  denomination’s  annual  meeting  in 
the  Louisiana  Superdome. 

Three  speakers  who  are  currently 
involved  in  church  starting  urged  the 
group  of  about  600  people  to  foster 
co(^>^tion  among  Southern  Baptists 
to  twgin  new  congregations. 

Joe  Ratliff,  pastor  of  Brentwood 
Church  in  Houston,  said  'Ibxas  has 
become  a  new  mission  field  that  needs 
more  black  congregations.  “We  are 
losing  the  battle,”  he  said. 

“The  state  of  Tfocas  in  the  year  2000 
will  look  more  like  me  than  like  most 
of  you,”  the  black  pastor  told  the 
predominantly  white  crowd.  “Unless 
we  lock  arms  together  —  black,  white, 
and  yellow  —  we  will  not  win  this  na¬ 
tion  to  Christ.” 

Cooperation  requires  that  existing 
churches  open  their  facilities  to  new 
work,  a  Hispanic  pastor  told  the 
gathering. 

Jorge  Navarro,  pastor  of  Ig^ia 
Bautista  in  Nuevo  Nacimiento,  (^Uf., 
issued  an  appeal  for  churches  with 
large  buildings  but  declining  con¬ 
gregations  to  open  their  facilities  to 
growing  ethnic  churches  that  have  no 
place  to  meet. 

Dorothy  Williamson,  church  [danter 
strategist  with  Pearl  River  Associa¬ 
tion  in  Carriere,  Miss.,  said  church 
starting  is  the  brat  way  to  enjoy  going 
to  church. 

Home  Mission  Board  president 
Larry  Lewis  told  the  assembly  that 
chur^  starting  is  “the  greatest  part 
of  God’s  work.” 

He  reported  that  the  denomination 
started  1,306  new  churches  in  1969,  ac¬ 
cording  to  reports  on  the  Uniform 
Church  Letter.  However,  he  said  state 
conventions  and  the  HMB  have  iden¬ 
tified  20,000  places  across  America 
where  additional  congregations  are 
needed. 

Ralph  Smith,  chairman  of  the 
HMB’s  board  of  directors  and  pastor 
of  Hyde  Park  Church  in  Austin,  Ihxas, 
spoke  of  his  own  commitment  to 
church  starting. 


New  Work  Award  —  Eddie  Jones, 

pastor  of  Victory  Temple  Church  in 
Greenville,  received  a  church  extension 
award  from  HMB  Presiijent  Larry  Lewis. 
Jones,  who  initiated  ^uthern  Baptist 
work  among  blacks  in  Mississippi,  helped 
three  missions  develop  into  churches. 
The  award  was  presented  in  New  Orleans 
June  1 1  during  a  new  work  banquet  prior 
to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  The 
banquet  celebrated  1306  church  starts  in 
1989.  (HMB  Photo  by  Mark  Sandlin) 

Eight  praple  received  awards  ftH* 
their  role  in  starting  new  churches. 

Black  church  extension  awards 
were  given  to  Eddie  Jones,  pastor  of 
Vict(^  Temple  Church  in  Greenville, 
Miss.,  and  Lonnie  Dawson,  pastor  of 
New  Mount  Calvary  (Thurch  in  Los 
Angeles. 

Language  church  extensimi  awards 
were  given  to  Navarro  and  Michael 
Thmnas,  pastw  oi  New  Vision  (Church 
in  Murfreesboro,  Tenn. 

New  church  extension  awards  were 
given  to  Rajmond  0’()uinn,  pastor  of 
Harmony  Mission  in  Graceville,  Fla., 
and  David  Dean,  pastor  of  First 
Church  of  Sudbury,  Mass.  , 

Associational  missions  awards  were 
given  to  Doyle  Braden,  director  of 
missions  for  California’s  Orange 
Cfounty  Association,  and  Lawrence 
Clegg,  director  of  missions  for  four 
associations  in  Louisiana. 

Mark  Wingfield  writes  for  HMB. 
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America  near  destruction, 
prayer  leader  W illis  warns 


By  Terri  Lackey 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  About  the  time  Willis  believes  God  stage,  he  applies  remedial  judgment 
Decadence,  crime,  violence,  the  re-  removed  his  “wall  of  protection”  from  of  sins  committed, 
cent  onslaught  of  natural  disasters,  America,  President  John  F.  Kennedy  In  the  fourth  stage,  God  withdraws 
and  an  ecological  system  that  is  fail-  was  assassinated  and  rebellion  his  presence.  In  die  fifth,  he  takes 
ing  are  signs  God  has  turned  his  back  against  the  Vietnam  war  pervaded  away  his  wall  of  protection  and  allows 
on  America  as  a  nation,  a  prayer  the  country.  Also,  at  that  time,  disasters  to  come  upon  his  people, 
leader  said.  premarital  sex,  teen  pregnancies.  Next,  he  gives  his  people  over  to  sin. 

The  next  step  is  to  destroy  it,  Avery  child  abuse,  the  divorce  rate,  crime,  failure,  and  depravity.  Finally,  he 
Willis  of  the  Sunday  School  Board’s  violence,  alcohol  consumption,  and  destroy  his  people. 

Discipleship  Training  Department  suicides  began  to  increase  Willis,  Blackaby,  and  the  other 
told  a  coirference  on  prayer.  Other  dramatically.  prayer  leaders  see  prayer  and  cor- 

speakers  included  T.W.  Hunt,  also  of  Willis  supported  his  beliefs  with  porate  repentance  as  the  only  way  to 
the  Sunday  School  Board;  Henry  governmental  statistics  that  he  found  salvage  America  and  the  ^thern 
Blackaby,  Home  Mission  Board;  in  the  book,  “America;  To  Pray  w  Not  Baptist  Convention. 

Minette  Dnimwright,  Foreign  Mission  Pray,”  by  David  Barton.  Bl^cjtaby  said  the  Bible  clearly 

Board;  and  Doug  Be^,  Brotherhood  For  example,  violent  crime  is  up  stat^,* “If  God’s  people  don’t  repent. 
Commission.  The  National  Prayer  over  400  percent  since  1963,  child  then  you  will  be  no  more.” 
Conference  was  held  at  New  Orleans  abuse  is  up  300  percent,  federal  pro-  But  God  is  desperately  trying  to  get 

Seminary  June  7-9.  secution  of  politicians  has  increased  the  attention  of  his  people. 

(iod  “removes  his  wall  of  protection  470  percent,  and  the  number  of  “When  God  takes  the  initiative  to 
when  his  people  are  disobedient,”  reported  cases  of  AIDS  is  up  by  6,000  call  his  people  together  for  corporate 
Willis  said.  The  former  missionary  to  percent  since  1962.  Even  scores  on  col-  confession,  you  better  not  have  any 
Indonesia  believes  God  took  his  wall  lege  entrance  exams  taken  by  high  other  business.  is  in  the  midst  of 
of  protection  away  from  America  school  students  have  declined  one  of  the  greatest  calls  to  repentance 
sometime  around  1963.  significantly  since  the  early  ’60s.  I’ve  ever  known,”  he  said. 

“TTie  war  in  Vietnam  should  have  America  is  in  the  fifth  of  seven  The  National  Prayer  Conference 
been  a  clear  signal  that  (kxl  was  not  stages  of  eventual  destructjsp  by  God,  was  sponsored  by  the  Sunday  School 
protecting  us  anymore,”  Willis  said.  Willis  said.  In  the  first  stage,  (kid  con-  Board’s  National  Prayer  Corps 
“Until  then,  America  had  been  a  vie-  victs  his  people  of  their  sins.  He  then  department  and  Louisiana  Baptists, 
tor  in  all  wars.”  warns  them  of  sins,  and  in  the  third  Terri  Lackey  writes  for  BSSB. 


Foster  appreciation  —  Haroid  C.  Bennett  (right),  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee,  expresses  appreciation  to  outgoing  committee  member 
ingram  L.  Foster  of  Prentiss,  Miss.  (SBC  photo  by  Mark  Sandlin) 


Nominations  adopted 
despite  challenge  to 
committee  chairman 


By  Kathy  Paien 


N.O.  convention 
registration  38,478 

By  Mark  Wingfield 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Messen¬ 
gers  to  the  1990  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  voted  to  adopt  the  report  of 
the  convention’s  Committee  on 
Nominations  despite  challenges  to 
several  nomirtees  and  to  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  chairman. 

The  report  included  263  individuals 
nominated  to  serve  on  the  boards  of 
trustees  of  the  24  entities  related  to  the 
14.9-million-member  denomination. 

(Thairman  Roland  Lopez,  pastor  of 
Emmanuel  Church  in  McAllen,  'nxas, 
recommended  four  changes  in  the 
committee’s  report  as  released 
through  Baptist  Press  in  late  April. 

Lopez  recommended  the  replace¬ 
ment  of  two  nominees,  both  of  whom 
are  members  of  his  congregatim. 
Because  of  a  failure  to  make  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  SBC  Cooperative  Pro^m 
unified  budget,  that  church  is  no 
longer  considered  to  be  a 
“cooperating”  Southern  Baptist 
chur^  and  thus  its  members  may  not 
be  elected  to  serve  on  SBC  boards  or 
commissions. 

On  those  same  grounds,  Lopez’s 
own  service  as  chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Nominations  came  under 
question.  SBC  President  Jerry  Vines, 
in  consultation  with  the  convention 
parliamentarians  and  legal  counsel, 
held  that  Lopez  could  serve  in  that  of¬ 
fice  since  his  church  was  a 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  David  At¬ 
chison,  a  Nashville,  Tenn.,  layman, 
was  elected  recording  secretary  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  (invention  June  13, 
defeating  Martin  Bradley  of  Nashville 
who  had  held  the  post  for  12  years. 

Atchison,  who  received  9,206  votes 
to  BradW’s  8,044,  was  nominated  by 
Stan  Coffey,  pastor  of  San  Jacinto 
Church,  Amarillo,  Texas,  and  a 
member  of  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee. 

While  Bradley  had  been  elected  an¬ 
nually  without  opposition  in  recent 
years,  Coffey  told  the  messengers  he 
felt  the  need  for  wider  participation 
among  the  leadership.  Atchison  is  the 


“cooperating  church”  at  the  time  of 
his  election. 

’The  committee  recommended  that 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board  nominee  Wencelago  Rangel  be 
replaced  by  J.  Walter  ^rpenter  of 
Houston  and  Eklucation  Commission 
nominee  Antonio  Villalobos  be  replac¬ 
ed  by  James  Stewart  of  El  ^so, 
Ttexas. 

In  addition,  the  committee  recom¬ 
mended  the  addition  of  Joe  Wedan  of 
Chanute,  Kan.,  as  a  member  of  the 
Brotherhood  Commission  and  John 
Bisagno  of  Houston  as^  an  at-large 
member  of  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance. 

David  Montoya,  pastor  of  First 
(Tiurch  of  Gravette,  Ark.,  and  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on 
Nominations,  announced  in  May  that 
he  had  prepared  a  minority  report 
containii^  more  than  30  “alternate 
nominations”  to  the  committee’s 
report. 

Montt^a’s  attempt  to  present  those 
nominations  was  scuttled  when  Vines 
refused  to  reverse  a  ruling  that  only 
one  challenge  to  the  committee’s 
report  could  be  made  at  a  time. 

Two  attempts  to  amend  the  report 
—  one  made  by  Montoya  and  the  other 
by  Floyd  Parker  of  South  Carolina  — 
both  failed. 

Kathy  Paien  is  on  the  staff  of  BJC. 


son  of  Joe  W.  Atchison  <rf  Rogers,  Ark., 
a  director  of  missions  and  trustee  of 
the  SBC  Christian  Life  Commission. 

The  recording  secretary  of  the  SBC 
holds  a  seat  on  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  by  virtue  of  office. 

Lee  Porter,  registration  secretary, 
won  another  one-year  term  by 
defeating  Bob  Mowrey,  a  Nashville 
pastor,  a  vote  of  13,242  to  5,048. 

Coffey,  who  also  nominated 
Mowrey,  pastor  of  Park  Avenue 
Church  said  he  was  doing  it  for  the 
same  reasons. 

Porter  has  been  registration 
secretary  for  12  years 


Joe  (k>bb,  BSU  director  at  Northwest 
Mississippi  Junior  College  in  Booneville. 
serves  as  member  of  the  SBC’s  Creden¬ 
tial  Committee. 


Land  outlines  .  .  . 

(Ck>ntinued  from  page  5) 
of  religion,  but  did  not  defend  the  use. 
of  peyote  in  religious  rites. 

^th  Dunn  and  Land  opposed  the 
use  of  tax  money  for  religious  schools. 
“There  seem  to  be  some  folks,”  said 
Dunn,  “who  believe  you  can  take  a  lit¬ 
tle  tax  money  as  if  you  could  be  just 
a  little  bit  pregnant.” 

Dunn  said  he  plans  to  continue  his 
stand  on  religious  liberty  and  church- 
state  separation  just  as  he  has  in  the 
past.  “My  commitment  is  to  do  the  job 
(kxl  has  called  me  to  do,  and  I  haven’t 
heard  God  call  me  elsewhere,”  he 
insisted. 

Jim  Newton  is  on  the  staff  of  HMB. 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  The  1990 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual 
meeting  drew  the  third-largest  crowd 
and  the  second-largest  Tuesday 
registration  in  the  denomination’s 
145-year  history. 

Unaudited  registration  totaled 
38,478,  to  be  compared  with  45,519  in 
Dallas  in  1965  and  40,987  in  Atlanta  in 
1986.  A  final  total  will  not  be  available 
until  all  messenger  cards  are  tallied. 

This  year’s  registration  patterns 
compand  closely  to  the  1988  conven¬ 
tion  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  said 
Registration  Secretary  Lee  Porter  of 
Nashville,  when  32,727  messengers 
registered. 

Hourly  checks  of  registration  from 
the  opening  of  registration  lines  Sun¬ 
day  until  6  p.m.  Monday  night  ap¬ 
peared  almost  identical  to  the  pattern 
established  in  San  Antonio,  Porter 
said.  After  6  p.m.  Monday,  the  New 
Orleans  re^tration  jump^  ahead  of 
San  Antonio. 

The  increased  flow  of  registrants 
continued  Tuesday,  giving  the  New 
Orleans  convention  the  second- 
highest  Tuesday  registration  in 
history.  Almost  9,000  messengers 
registered  on  that  day. 

“In  most  of  the  past  eight  to  10 
years,  we’ve  registered  3,000  to  5,000 
people  on  "niesday,”  Porter  said.  “The 
only  exception  was  in  Dallas  where 
10,000  people  registered  on  Tuesday 
morning.” 

Tuesday  is  the  opening  day  of  the 
three-day  annual  meeting.  Most  of  the 
convention’^  contested  elwtions  —  in¬ 
cluding  the  race  for  president  and  a 
vote  on  changing  agency  program 
statements  and  bud^ts  renting 
religious  liberty  —  were  scheduled  for 
Tu^day. 

“Many  of  these  messengers  who 
registered  on  Tuesday  came  from 


small  churches  in  Louisiana, 
Mississippi  and  Alabama,”  Porter 
explained. 

The  high  registration  total  created 
a  problem  Wednesday  morning,  when 
a  business  session  had  to  be  delayed 
because  of  the  lack  of  a  quorum.  At 
least  9,604  messengers  were  needed  to 
meet  the  25  percent  quorum 
stipulated  in  SBC  Bylaws. 

Based  upon  Porter’s  estimates  at  10 
a.m.  Wednesday,  the  largest  number 
of  messengers  came  from  Texas 
(4,550)  followed  by  Georgia  (3,950), 
Louisiana  (3,550),  North  Carolina 
(3,400),  Alabama  (3,150)  and 
Mississippi  (3,100). 

Other  registration  estimates  by 
state  are; 

Alaska,  75;  Arizona,  125;  Arkansas, 
1,200;  California,  325;  Colorado,  115; 
Connecticut,  25;  Delaware,  10;  D.(3., 
60;  Florida,  2,600; 

Hawaii,  40;  Idaho,  10;  Illinois,  350; 
Indiana,  260;  Iowa,  40;  Kansas,  160; 
Kentucky,  2,250;  Maine,  3; 

Ma^land,  310;  Massachusetts,  25; 
Michigan,  110;  Minnesota,  20; 
Missouri,  1,600;  Montana,  20; 
Nebraska,  15;  Nevada,  55;  New 
Hampshire,  10;  New  Jersey,  55;  New 
Mexico,  180; 

New  York,  80;  North  Dakota,  40; 
Oklahoma,  1,050;  Ohio,  310;  Oregon, 
25;  Pennsylvania,  90;  Puerto  Rico,  5; 
Rhode  Island,  10;  South  Carolina, 
2,260;  South  Dakota,  30;  Tennessee, 
2,650;  Utah,  40;  Vermont,  10;  Virginia, 
2,060;  Washington,  50;  West  Virginia, 
125;  Wisconsin,  20;  Wyoming,  10. 

Mark  Wingfield  is  on  the  staff  of 
FMB. 


Some  folks  aren’t  as  anxious  to  get 
where  they’re  going  as  they  are  to  get 
away  from  where  they’ve  been. 


Recording  secretary  is  defeated 


Thursday,  June  28.  IWO 
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Exec.  Committee  re-elects  officers 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


By  Robert  O’Brien 

NEW  ORLEANS(BP)  -  The  Ex-  '  ^  ^ 

ecutive  Committee  of  the  Southern 

Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  re-elected  ^ 

its  officers  during  a  June  13  organiza- 
tional  meeting. 

In  other  developments,  the  commit- 
tee  its 

September  a  y 

solemn  assembly  for 
members  a  the 

Baptist  Press, 

news  service  the 
concluding  prayer 

ed  prayer  requested  to  expr^  con-  committeo  officer  -  Officers  re-elected  to  serve  the  Executive  Com- 

cem  and  love  for  mwera^  hurt  by  mj^ee  gf  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  are  (from  loft)  Harold  C.  Bennett,  presi- 
conservative  vict^«  at  the  SBC  dentandtroasurer,  of  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Sam  Paco,  chairman,  director  of  associational 
meeting  m  New  Orl^ns  and  that  mjgsjgng  Lawton,  Okla.;  Paul  Pressler,  vice  chairman,  Houston,  Texas,  appeals 

judge;  and  Fred  Wolfe,  recording  secretary,  pastor  of  Cottage  Hills  Chqrch  in 

Mobite, /Sa.  (SBC  photo  by  Dutch  Bickley) 
voice  and  do  his  will  in  their  relation-  _ 

ship  with  seminary  president  Russell  the  BJ(3*A  to  the  CLC.  But  neither  the  asked  for  prayer  for  moderates. 
Dilday.  Executive  Committee  nor  the  CLC  has  Pinckney,  who  expressed  pleasure 

Officers  elected  unanimously  to  se-  announced  specific  actions  related  to  at  the  outcome  of  actions  at  the  SBC 
cond  one-year  terms  were  Sam  Pace,  the  transfer.  meeting,  said  conservatives  should 

director  of  associational  missions.  The  Elxecutive  Committee’s  ooinion  pray  for  those  “South^  ^ptists  who 
Lawton,  Okla.,  chairman;  Paul  on  t^^fe^wTScSSShl^  Tren’t  part  of  the  conservat^  group 
Pressler,  Houston  appeals  court  document  it  adopted  expressing  who  look  at  this  convention  with  pain 
judge,  vice  chairman;  and  Fr^  “Some  Reasons  for  the  Soutli^  Ba^  in  their  hearts.” 

Wolfe,  pastor  of  Cottage  Hills  Church,  ygj  Conventimi  1990-91  Budget  Alloca-  “We  differ  in  substance,  but  share 
Mobile,  Ala.,  recording  secretary.  tjgn  to  Support  Religious  Liberty  and  their  hurt  and  raise  them  up  before 
Pressler  brought  up  the  Baptist  Separation  of  Church  and  State.”  Pinckney  said. 

Press  question  when  he  suggest^  The  document  said  $155  000  of  the  x/* -.u 

SteMk“!S“su"b'ii5?  wTto 

l^“Ae™be“  ^«^%^opS"ttaXpUsf^  to  reatfirm  Sa  SBC;,  ^Id  Ml^lon 

Press  office  in  Washington.  Dilday’s  relationship  to  A.D.  2000  and  beyond. 

BP’S  Washington  office  has  been  Southwestern  Seminary  trustees  sur-  Eight  new  Executive  (Committee 
housed  at  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit-  faced  when  Don  Thylor,  a  seminary  members  introduced  at  the  meeting 


Left  to  right  are  Kim  Huyen,  Chinh  Van,  Hoa  Vhn,  and  Nhon  Van,  who  live  at  9006 
Dogwood  Drive,  Clinton. 


One  nation 


Paul  A.  Witteman  in  Time  classmates.  He’s  easy  to  get  along 
magazine  said  that  750,000  Viet-  with.” 

namese  live  in  the  U.S.  Many  of  them  His  cousin,  Kim  Huyen,  came  to 
came  here  as  refugees  at  the  close  of  live  with  the  family  in  recent  years. 
America’s  war  in  Vietnam.  Members  Next  year  she  will  graduate  from 
of  one  such  family  who  came  to  the  CTinton  High  School. 

United  States  15  years  ago  have  been  (Xten  when  I  go  for  a  walk  and  pass 
my  neighbors-  in  Clinton  for  ei^t  their  house,  I  see  Hoa  in  the  yard, 
years.  I  live  at  1006  and  they  live  at  working  with  her  flowers.  Usually  I 
9006  Dogwood  Drive.  walk  past  slowly,  to  admire  her  han- 

Hoa  and  Nhon  Van  told  me  that  diwork.  Nearly  always,  I  see 
they  came  directly  to  Fort  Smith,  something  there,  in  bloom. 

Ark.,  from  Nha  Trang,  Vietnam,  and  During  the  week  she  works  at 
then  from  Fort  Smith  to  Jackson.  Milwaukee  Electric  Tool  Company  in 
Nhon  had  served  in  the  Nav^.  Jackson.  Her  favorite  way  of  relax- 

Northwest  Hills  Baptist  Church,  ing  after  she  gets  home  is  to  work 
Jackson,  (now  Cherry  Park  diurch,  with  her  flowers,  she  said.  Her  hus- 
Clinton),  as  their  sponsors,  assisted  band,  who  works  for  a  manufacturing 
them  in  various  ways  as  they  learn-  company  in  Indianola,  six  days  a 
ed  English,  and  found  jobs  and  a  week,  is  only  home  on  Sundays, 
place  to  live.  Hoa  said  that  she  and  her  husband 

At  first,  they  lived  a  short  time  in  were  already  Christians  before  they 
the  home  of  a  church  member.  Later  left  Vietnam,  but  were  not  members 
they  moved  into  an  apartment,  and  of  a  Baptist  church, 
then  into  a  house.  They  own  their  Larry  Pepper  was  their  Sunday 
home  on  D^wood.  Nhon’s  first  job  School  teacher  at  Northwest  Hills  15 
was  with  Frito-Lay.  years  ago  (he  is  now  a  member  of 

Alan  Summers,  member  of  Nor-  Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton), 
thwest  Hills  Church,  taught  Nhon  to  He  said  he  helped  to  teach  them  Scrip- 
drive,  and  taught  him  how  to  read  ture  verses  in  English.  They  join^ 
English.  “As  his  friend,  I  just  tried  to  the  Northwest  Hills  Church  and  were 
help  him  with  the  little  everyday  baptized  there, 
things  of  our  way  of  life,  things  that  ,, , 

we  tike  for  grant^,  but  that  ulreun-  ,  I  musthave^nchfficultfort^m 
familiar  to  him,”  recalled  Summers,  ‘o  l^ve  ^ir  families,  whom  they 

Chinh  was  3  vears  old  A  few  weeks  y®®”'  “ difficult  for 

aSi  he  wis  /rlStS  from  cSoS  ®®“P*®  ‘®®''®  ^® 

High  School  He  said  that  he  plans  to  theirbirth,  and  to  begin  anew,  with  a 

College  in  Jackion.  He  wants  to  ^ 

becOTie a  doctor,  and  IS  especiaUy  m-  ...  i  atked 

terested  in  the  study  of  genetics.  ^ 

In  high  school,  Chinh  played  foot-  Are  yw  sorry  or  glad  that  you  did? 


Educators  told, 
‘yemand  quality 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  The 
Baptist  Religious  Education 
Association  focused  on  preparing  for 
^^®  relationships 

annual  meeting  June 
10-11  New  Orleans. 

^^®  require  Southern 

Baptist  religious  educators  to  become 

ty,”  Bill  'Taylor, 

M  pastor/minister  of  education 

^  Church  in  Dallas. 

Religious  educators  will  have  to  be 
“unmerciful”  church 

ministries  function  hi^  degree 
of  qualitv,  he  said.  But,  he  insisted 

SBREA  officere  —  Newly-elected  offices  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Religious Cduca-  that  educators  also  must  be 
tion  Association  include  (front  row,  from  left),  Joe  Haynes,  secretary-treasurer,  unyielding  in  their  insistence  that 
growth/administration  consultant  for  the  Sunday  School  Board,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Bil  church  programming  reflect  sound 
Gambrell,  president-elect,  minister  of  education  at  First  Church,  Jackson,  Miss.;  R.  principles  of  religious  education. 

W.  Bobby  Martin,  central  vice-president,  minister  of  education.  First  Church,  Car-  Gary  Hauk,  manager  of  the  Sunday 
rollton,  Texas;  (back  row,  from  left)  Hoyt  R.  Wilson,  eastern  vice-president,  minister  School  Board’s  family  enrichment 
of  educationfodministration.  Mountain  Brook  Church,  Birmingham,  Ala.;  Katie  Grogan,  section,  said  ministers  must  be  able 
president,  director  of  the  department  of  church  administration/family  ministries,  Baptiirt  to  differentiate  between  their  God- 
Convention  of  Maryland-Delaware;  Robert  L.  Lamb,  vice-president,  professor  of  Chris-  given  vision  of  ministry  and  the  ex- 
tian  education,  Gardner-Webb  College,  Boiling  Springs,  NC.;  Larry  Burrow,  western  pectations  of  other  people, 
vice-president,  minister  of  educatfon/administration.  Magnolia  Avenue  Church,  River-  For  a  minister,  vision  is  “permission 
side,  Calif.;  and  Merle  T.  Basden,  executive  director  of  the  SBREA  board  of  direc-  to  live  out  a  calling  higher  thum 
tors.  (SBC  photo  by  Van  Payne.)  myself,”  he  explainer 
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Carroll-Montgomery  Centerville  (Jones)  to  celebrate  75th  year 
calls  DOM 

Ronald  Ballard,  49,  will  be  the 
director  of 


Devotional 


new  nomecoming  on  aunoay,  JUiy  b. 
missions  for  Carroll-  The  morning  service  will  begin  at  10:30 
Montgomery  Asswiations  begirming  ®  Lunch  will  be  served,  followed  by  an 
July  1,  afternoon  service  at  1  p.m. 

He  comes  to  the  Gerald  Keith  Gordon,  former  pastor,  will 
post  from  the  pas-  morning  message.  John  Hilbun 

m  toate  of  Union  Hall  is  pastor. 

V  Church  Brook-  Pictured  is  the  old  church,  which  was 

■  where  he  built  in  1915-1916. 


Ordinary  and  thick 


'  By  Gene  Hines 

But  we  have  this  treasure  in  jars  of  clay  to  show  that  this  all-surpassing 
power  is  from  God  and  not  from  us  (2  Corinthians  4:7;  New  International 
Version; . 

Recently  I  read  a  newspaper  interview  done  with  Beatle  John  Lennon  some 
years  ago.  In  that  interview,  Lennon  expressed  the  opinion  that  Christianity 


riames  in  the  news 


was  doomed  to  “shrink  and  vanish.”  And  then  he  said  something  that  struck 
home  with  me.  He  said  that  Jesus  himself  was  “all  right,” 
but  that  his  disciples  were  “thick  and  ordinary.” 

Yes,  Mr.  Lennon,  you  were  quite  right  about  t^t.  Jesus’ 
disciples  certainly  were  “thick  and  ordinary.”  And  that  is 


Leake  Association, 


1985-87. 

.  .  Ballard  and  his 

the  whole  point.  In  that  very  fact  lies  the  beauty  and  the  wife,  Martha  Sue,  served 
great  joy  and  hope  of  the  Christian  faith. 


Louise  Hamblett  Jeffreys,  66,  died 
FYiday,  June  15,  at  the  Community 
Hospital  in  Calhoun  County.  She  was 
a  member  of  Poplar  Springs  Church 
of  Vardaman.  She  was  a  Young  Adult 
Sunday  School  teacher,  a  member  of 
the  WMU,  and  a  homemaker. 

Services  were  held  at  Parker 
Memorial  Home  in  Bruce  with  Paul 
Wilson,  Bill  Garrett,  and  Harold  Ben¬ 
nett  officiating.  Burial  was  in  the  New 
Hope  Cemetery  of  Coffeeville,  June  17. 

Survivors  include  her  husband, 
James  A.  Jeffreys  of  Vardaman; 
three  sons,  James  Randle  Jeffreys  of 
Eufaula,  Ala.,  Howard  (Brad)  Jef¬ 
freys  of  Bruce,  and  John  Mark  Jef¬ 
freys  of  Vardaman;  two  brothers, 
Ralph  HSimbtett  of  Vicksburg  and 
Ray  Hamblett  of  Como;  one  sister, 
Ouida  McCracken  of  Ckiffeeville;  and 
three  grandchildren. 


as  mis- 

-  .  L-  -L  sionaries  of  the  Southern  Baptist 

l  A  I"  ^  hunger-after-fame-and-worship-glitter  world,  how  Foreign  Mission  Board  from  1976-84 

difficult  is  it  for  so  many  to  get  the  simple  point  that  it  was  in  Paraguay.  Ballard  was  a  chaplain 
among  the  lowly  and  humble  that  the  Son  of  God  came  to  at  the  Baptist  hospital  in  Asuncion, 
serve  and  to  save.  And  every  time  1  read  those  words  of  Elarlier  pastorates  include  Car- 
Paul,  “We  have  this  treasure  in  jars  of  clay,”  1  thank  God.  rollton  CHiurch,  19974-76-  Hickory 
Hines  ^  ^  though  I  am  “ordinary  and  thick”  Grove  Church,  Lauderdale  Associa- 

—  I  am  a  weak  and  human  sinner  —  Jesus  Christ  died  to  tion,  1972-74;  Mt.  Carmel  Church 
save  me  and  arose  to  commission  me  his  witness.  What  a  message!  Warren,  Mich.  1%9-71  •  Mer  Rouse 


Pearl  Valley 


Staff  changes 


pastor,  dies 


ccepiea  tne  call  of  Martin  Luther  Douglas,  68,  a  Bap-  ““  gospel  ministry  June  3.  Wayne 
ti,  Jackson,  and  tist  minister,  died  of  a  heart  attack  Cobb,  pastor.  Mount  Moriah  Church, 
^r.  He  follows  Bill  June  14  at  Hardy  Wilson  Memorial  Calhoun  Association,  brought  the 
Causey  who  serv-  Hospital  in  Hazlehurst.  charge  of  the  church  as  Wayne 

ed  as  pastor  for  25  Services  were  held  at  Strong  Hope  Gullett,  director  of  missions,  C^alhoun 
years  before  te-  church,  Copiah  County.  Association,  brought  the  charge  to  the 

coming  executive  Douglas,  a  Lawrence  County  native,  candidate  The  service  was  dedicated 
dirwtor-treasurer  had  lived  in  Wesson  45  years.  He  was  ^  memory  of  the  late  Robert  L. 
of  the  Mississippi  the  former  pastor  of  Strong  Hope  and  Harville.  It  was  concluded  with  a  ser- 
Baptet  Convention  Sardis  (Copiah)  and  Antioch  in  Camb,  pastor, 

Lawrence  Ck^ty.  He  had  bwn  pastor  Keownville  Church,  Union  Associa- 
Andereon  is  a  of  Pearl  Valley  Church  (Copiah)  for  Special  music  was  provided  by 
graduate  of  lo  years.  He  recently  retiiw  after  33  Dierabers  of  College  Hill  Church. 
Mississippi  Col-  yeare  of  teaching  school.  He  was  a  called  as  paslor  to 

l^e  aM  New  u.S.  Army  Air  Corps  veteran.  Pulaski  Church  in  Scott  Association. 

so  >"any  people,”  said  Mrs.  Dorothy  Parker,  wife  of  James 

rXtv  ‘I'®  Kenneth  Wayne  Douglas  of  E.  Parker,  died  June  9.  Parker  is 

iS!  and  pastor  of  First  Church,  Uke  Pro¬ 


haven  College  and 


New  Orleans  Sem¬ 
inary. 

Andy  Wright,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L. 
A.  Wright  of  Columbus,  has  been  call¬ 
ed  to  Pine  Summit  Church,  Pen- 

Hsacola,  Fla.,  where 
he  will  be  serving 
as  minister  of 
education  and 
youth.  He  recently 
received  the 


Bounds 


National 

SOUL-WINNINC 

CONFERENCE 

Sept.  20-22,  1990  •  Atlanta,  Ga 
Roswell  Street  Baptist  Church 


previously  served  Immanuel  (Hiurch  Mai^  Bluff  ^urch,  Gautier,  has 
in  Columbus.  called  Murphy  D.  Young  of 

Pascagoula,  as  pastor,  effective  June 
Whitesand  Church,  Prentiss,  (Jeff  3.  A  native  of  Laurel,  he  received  his 
Davis)  has  called  Charles  Wesley  of  education  at  William  Carey  College 
Cleveland  to  pastor,  effective  June  1.  and  Southwestern  Seminary. 

Wesley,  formerly  of  Rolling  Fork, 
comes  from  Morrison  Chapel  Church 
in  Geveland.  He  received  his  master 
of  divinity  from  New  Orleans  Sem- 
nary  in  1975. 

Cliff  Temple  Church,  Natchez,  has 
called  Sharon  Darter  of  Jackson,  as 
summer  youth  worker,  effective  June 
3.  A  native  of  Atlanta,  she  is  a 
graduate  of  MHIsaps  College, 


Openings  available  at  Central  Hills 

The  summer  missions  camp  re-  are  July  13-14,  and  July  27-28.  Cost  o 
maining  schedule  at  Central  Hills 
Retreat,  Kosciusko,  for  boys  in  grades 
4-12,  are  July  9-13,  July  16-20,  July 

23-27,  and  July  30-Aug.  3.  Cost  of  these  lb  register  for  aiw  of  these  camps, 
camps  is  180  per  boy.  '  write  Dan  West  at  Central  Hills  Bap- 

Dad  ahd  Lad  Weekend  camps,  for  tist  Retreat,  Box  237,  Kosciusko,  MS 
boys  in  grades  1-3  and  their  fathers,  390904)237,  j^one -289-9730. 

Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

July  1  *C1iristian  Citizenship  Sunday  (CAC  Emphasis) 


r  campei 
needed 


Volunteer  counselors  are 


HomeMission  Bqarusbc 

For  further  information  contact: 
The  Personal  Evangelism  Department 
(404)  898-7180 


Jackson. 


the  addition  of  Brian  Choate,  as 


minister  of  youth  and  recreation.  He 
moves  from  Calvary  Church,  Little 


Just  for  the  Record 


Thurgday,  June  28,  IW  , 
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Children  honor  Pippen’s 


golden  anniversary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  0.  Pippen  were  preached  for  about  43  years, 
honored  with  an  afternoon  reception  The  reception  was  given  by  the  Pip- 

to  celebrate  their  50th  wedding  an-  pens’  children,  David  and  ^ye  Pip- 
niversary,  June  10,  at  Sandersville  pen,  Barbara  Sellers,  Charles  and 
Church.  During  their  50  years  of  mar-  'Cathy  McLaurin,  and  grandchildren, 
riage,  he  pastored  churches  in  Jasper,  Clay  and  Dawn  Sellers,  Jonathan  and 
Jones,  Clay,  Lowndes,  Wayne  coun-  Amanda  Pippen,  and  Chip  and  Kari 
ties,  and  in  Kennedy,  Ala.  Pippen  McLaurin. 

Reception  to  be  held  for 
Stanley,  pastor,  Northside,  Clinton 

The  congregation  of  Northside  in  Savannah,  Ga. 

Church,  Clinton,  will  honor  John  During  his  pastorate,  276  in- 
-  Stanley  with  a  reception  on  Sunday,  dividuals  united  with  the  church  and 


Rrst  Church,  Vicksburg,  held  a  GA  recognition  service  May  Albrittion,  leader,  Janie  Stauble,  and  Linda  Middleton,  leader.  July  1,  from  3-5  p.m.  He  resigned  as  the  budget  grew  from  $89,000  to  over 

16.  Pictured,  (left  to  right)  front  row,  Beverly  Maynard,  leader.  Fourth  row;  Stacey  George,  Annabeth  Freeman,  Beth  Hassell,  pastor  of  Northside  Church,  effective  $200,000  a  year  and  missions  giving  in- 

Danellen  Johnson,  Denise  Mallett,  Jennifer  George,  Maggie  and  Mary  Ferrell.  Fifth  row:  Diane  Duncan,  Melinda  Middleton,  July  1,  to  accept  the  pastorate  of  creased  by  69  percent. 

Maynard,  Lee  Claypool,  Melanie  Mendrop,  Holly  Neal,  Dana  Ashley  Shetton  and  Amy  Catherine  Virden.  Not  pictured  is  Lana  Midland  Park  Church  in  Austin,  Stanley,  a  native  of  Harrisville, 
Godfrey,  Lacy  Chaney,  Kayla  Greenlee,  Jessie  Tomlinson,  and  Clair  Freeman.  In  addition  to  receiving  grade  level  Mission  Texas.  graduate  from  Mississippi  College, 

Wanda  McCabe,  leader.  Second  row:  Jill  Arnold,  Allison  Adventure  badges,  there  were  four  sixth  grade  girls  who  receiv-  -  Southeastern  Seminal^,  and  is  work- 

McDonaldrMelanie  Hallberg,  Emily  Stauble,  April  Fron,  Jessie  ed  MA  charms  for  completing  all  grade  six  levels.  They  are:  Stanley  went  to  Northside  Church  ing  on  the  doctor  of  ministries  degree 

Bryant,  Amanda  Logue,  Anna  Stone,  and  Katie  Grogan.  Third  Jill  Arnold.  Allison  McDonald,  Danellen  Johnson,  and  Denise  five  years  ago  after  serving  as  at  the  University  of  the  South, 


row:  Darlene  Muirhead,  leader,  Amanda  Pikul,  Julie  Craft,  Lori  Mallett. 


associate  pastor  of  Bull  Street  Church  Sewanee,  Tenn. 


First  Church,  Brandon,  will  host  a  ,  i  j  x. 

3  day  of  fun  and  activities  in  a  spirit  of  Rf>\/l\/?ll  flPlrPS 

honor  and  pride,  July  1.  The  events  vj  ca  uv-wj 

will  include  Unices,  luncheon,  poster 
essay  contest,  arts  and  crafts, 

,  flower  exhibitors,  musical  skits,  and 

more. 

m  a  “Cardiac  Rebounders,"  a  support 

I  9  *  organized  by  Mississippi  Bap- 

^  ^  tist  Medical  Center's  cardiac  rehab 

J  department  for  heart  patients  or  the 

^  spouse  of  a  heart  patient  will  meet  Ju- 

^  ly  2,  at  7  p.m.  in  the  auditorium  on  the 

d  grade  GAs  were  rewarded  at  a  Mother-  ’ 

D  wrvice  which  followed.  Front  row:  Katie  information, 

er  Thompson,  Maggie  Heath,  Elise  Lam-  Halbert  Heights  Church, 
th,  Hailey  Segrest,  Emily  Morrison.  Sarah  Brookhaven,  will  have  Pastor  Erroll 
I  Kimberly  Watts.  Hulse  from  Leeds,  England,  speak  on 

^  ,  July  1-3.  During  his  four  weeks  in  the 

Clarke  College  held  registration  for  United  States  ^  will  be  speaking  at 
the  first  term  of  its  1990  Summerses-  the  annual  Southern  Baptist  Founders  School,  9:50'a.m.,  worship,  11  a.m', 
sion,  June  4.  A  total  of  65  students  Youth  Conference  in  Panama  City,  DiscipleshiplVaining,  5;30p.m.,  wor- 
registered  for  classes.  Fla.  and  at  six  different  churches.  ship,  6:30  p.m.;  Charles  Wesley, 

Jini  Itead,  dean  of  the  college,  Hulse  is  involved  in  mission  work  pastor,  Whitesand  Church,  effective 
stated  that  this  enrollment  was  a  throughout  the  world.  But  his  main  June  1,  evangelist, 
record  breaking  figure  since  Clarke  work  is  in  Africa  where  he  wotiis  with 

became  a  division  of  Mississippi  Col-  churches  and  pastors  in  starting  new  Hrkm  i  n  nc 


Wesson  Church,  Wesson:  July  8-11;  Corinth;  Joel  Netherland,  Yazoo  Ci- 
services  at  7  each  night ;  Bill  Causey,  ty ;  Clem  Nettles,  Jayess ;  Mike  Nip- 
executive  director,  Mississippi  Baptist  per,  Grenada;  John  Pennebaker, 
Convention  Board,  evangelist;  Jerry  New  Albany;  Barney  Schoby,  Nat- 
Merriman,  director.  Department  of  chez;  Eloise  Scott,  Tupelo;  Cecil  Sim- 
Student  Work,  Mississippi  Baptist  mons,Maben;  Miriam  Simmons,  Col- 
Ctmvention  Board,  leading  the  music;  umbia;  Gary  Staples,  Laurel;  Johnny 
Mike  Carr,  pastor  Stringer,  Montrose;  Joe  Taylor, 

Bethlehem  Church  (Yazoo):  July  Waynesboro,  Gus Townsend, Laurel; 
“  ■  Robert  Vince,  Sandy  Hook;  M.  L. 


and  afternoon  service  at  1:30  p.m.; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  p.m.;  Brian  Abies, 
evangelist;  John  Yates,  music;  John 
Schoolar,  pastor. 

Whitesand  Church,  Prentiss  (Jeff- 
Davis):  July  8-12;  Sunday,  Sunday 


MC  plans 
golf  tourney 
for  pastors 

The  first  ever  Mississippi  C^ege 
Pastors’  Golf  Tournament  is  schedul¬ 
ed  for  Monday  and  Tuesday,  July 
16-17,  and  Baptist  pastors  throughout 
Grandview  Church,  Pearl,  30th  an-  the  state  are  invited  to  participate, 
niversary;  July  1;  r^ular  advices  The  tournament  will  take  place  at 
will  be  held  with  Sunday  School  at  the  Live  Oaks  <^lf  Club  just  north  of 
9:45  a.m.  and  worship  swwices  at  11;  the  Clinton  campus  and  participants 
Gordon  Shamburger,  former  pastor  of  can  either  stay  in  one  of  the  residence 
(^ndview,  |H«aching;  lonch  at  the  halls  on  campus  or  cmnmute.  Meals 
church  and  afternoon  of  singing.  No  will  be  taken  in  the  college  cafeteria 
night  services;  Wade  Chappell  is  serviced  by  Morrison’s,  Inc. 
pastor.  The  cost  of  the  tournament  for  those 

NewPravtdeaceCharch(CspUh):  sUying  on  campus  wiU  be  and  In- 
July  1;  oOMn^  taken  for  the  day  will  eludes  meals,  room,  green  fees,  and 
go  to  cemetery  fund;  Sunday  School,  golf  carts.  Participants  staying  on 
9:45;  worship,  U;  Bill  Hutto,  former  canmuswiD  have  to  provide  their  own 
pastor,  speaker;  lunch  at  noon;  Eddie  bed  linens,  pillow,  and  towels. 
Marter,  pastor  ;  afternoon  services  Commuters  will  pay  $30,  which  wiU 

will  inrbA  rirynp  fw«vign<Hnn  /rf  covcT  a  baoquet  on  Monday  night  and 
former  pastmand  membm  lunch  on  Tuesday,  phis  green  fees  and 

golf  carts. 

■  The  taumament  will  be  limited  to 
I  the  flrst  100  registrants.  An  alternate 
I  list  will  be  maintained  in  case  space 
becomes  available. 

I  Pastors  can  mail  their  registration 
I  fee  to  Pastors  Golf  Tournament, 
n  Mississippi  (College,  P.  O.  Box  4185, 
P  Clinton,  MS  39058,  or  can  call  925-3265 
to  obtain  additional  information. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 

Van  Winkle  “"SX”  w 

Church'  Mding  doors. 

theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Uphoistery 

Box  501.  Fulton.  MS.  38843 
In  MS  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

W*  r*mod«l  ft  paint 


Ground  breaking  ceremonies  were  held  April  29  at  Pilgrim's 
(Attala)  for  a  new  fellowship  hall.  Shown  above  are  Building  Committee  members: 
Walter  Hines  (pastor),  Alton  Milner,  Shane  Cook,  Shannon  Philley,  Louise  Blanton, 
Volunteers  from  the  Attale  Association  are  shown  at  the  site  of  the  new  fellowship  Ann  Philley,  aifo  Adis  Woods,  Building  Committee  chairman.  The  30’X40'  brick  struc- 
hall  for  the  Pilgrim's  Rest  Church  in  Ethel.  So  far,  the  workers  have  completed  a  water  lure  will  house  kitchen,  rest  rooms,  utility  and  storage  rooms  for  the  congregation, 
well,  roof,  and  insulation.  Ground  for  the  bdek  structure  was  broken  April  29.  Walter  Alt  tabor  has  been  volunteered  by  people  of  the  immediate  and  surrounding  com- 
Hines  is  pastor  at  Pilgnm's  Rest.  munities.  Estimated  cost  for  the  fellowship  hall  is  $20,(X)0. 
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The  celebration  of  the  observation  of  the  20th  anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  the  “inerrancy”  movement  fs  shown  above 
at  the  Cafe  du  Monde  in  New  Orl^ns.  The  occasion  took  place 
on  Wednesday  evening  following  the  session  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  Barry  McCarty,  convention  parliamen¬ 
tarian,  is  the  tallest  person  in  the  center.  Across  from  him  is 
Paige  Patterson.  To  McCarty’s  left  and  slightly  in  front  of  him 
is  Mrs.  Paul  Pressler.  Also  present  but  not  identifiable  was 


Jerry  Vines,  convention  president.  Printed  invitations  to  the 
event  were  given  to  a  select  group  and  were  autographed  by 
Pressler  and  Patterson.  A  Japanese  family  of  tourists  at  the 
cafe  is  reported  to  have  become  upset  with  the  proceedings 
and  departed  during  the  singing  of  “Victory  in  Jesus,”  leav¬ 
ing  behind  belongings  including  cameras.  —  Photo  by  Jim 
Watters,  Northwest  Baptist  Witness. 


Barry  McCarty  takes  part 
in  victory  celebration 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Ap¬ 
pearances  were  deceptive  when 
Barry  McCarty  climbed  up  on  a  (±air 
and  calledtoMtlera  victoiyceletMra- 
tion  of  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
conservatives,  the  SBC  parliamen¬ 
tarian  said. 

“Order,  order.  I  call  this  group  to 
order,”  McCartv  shouted  above  the 
noise  in  New  Orleans’  Cafe  du  Monde 
June  13,  at  the  end  ct  the  second  day 
of  the  SBC  animal  meet^.  “After  all, 
I  am  the  parliamentarian.”- 

Afterward,  other  Southern  Baptists 
who  witnes^  the  event  expressed 
outrage  that  the  convention’s  paid 
parliamentarian  would  participate  in 
what  aimeared  to  be  a  partisan 
political  function.  McCarty  told  the 
Western  Recorder  newsjownal  of  the 
Kentucky  Baptist  Convention  his  par¬ 
ticipation  was  merely  coincidental. 

“I  am  under  24-how-a-day  call  to 
the  (SBC)  president,”  said  McCarty, 
a  CThurch  ol  Christ  minister  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  Cincinnati  Bible  (3olleg&  “I  ac¬ 
company  him  wherever  he  goes.” 

Of  his  participation  in  the  conser¬ 
vatives’  victory  celebration,  McCar¬ 
ty  explained:  “I  was  just  passing  by, 
waiting  on  an  order  of  donuts.  A 
gentlemen,  whom  I  don’t  know,  ask- 
^  me  to  get  their  attention.  He  said 
he  had  a  presentation  to  make.” 


By  Marv  Knox 

The  presentation  was  the  gift  oi 
framecl  certificates  of  appreciation  to 
Houston  judge  Paul  Pressler  and 
Dallas  educator  Paige  Patterson,  vHw 
met  20  years  ago  in  that  French 
Quarter  cafe  and  planned  the  strategy 
to  control  the  SBC.  During  the  New 
Orleans  meeting,  their  forces  woo  the 
SBC  presidency  for  the  12th  straigdit 
year. 

*1  was  not  an  invited  guest,”  McC^- 
ty  noted.  “I  was  with  the  prudent 
(Jerry  Vines),  who  was  an  invited 
guest. 

“I  had  no  official  part  in  what  was 
going  on.  The  president  gets 
parliamentary  questions  and  has  to 
do  business,  so  I  travel  with  him 
throughout  the  day.” 

Some  Southern  Baptists  expressed 
their  displeasure  with  McCarty  and 
the  conservatives,  even  during  the 
celebration.  “Shame,  shame,  shame,” 
they  shouted,  before  being  drowned 
out  by  conservatives,  who  sang  a 
verse  of  “Victory  in  Jesus.” 

At  least  one  observer  confronted 
Mci^arty  and  Pressler  in  the  cafe  with 
his  interpretation  of  the  events  there 

“I  said,  *¥00  know  what  took  place 
here,  and  it  was  inappropriate,’  ” 
reported  Jay  Robison,  a  messen^r 
from  Penile  Baptist  Church  in  Valley 
Station,  Ky.  “McCarty’s  participation 


in  such  a  celetwation  in  a  public 
restaurant  was  a  breach  of  Ch^tian 
ethics  and  integrity.  The  jubilant 
gloating  by  the  participants  was  em¬ 
barrassing,  especially  in  front  of  nrni- 
Christians.” 

Robison’s  frustration  continued  the 
fidlowing  day.  He  made  at  least  four 
attempts  to  report  the  incident  to 
fellow  SBC  messengere,  seeking  a 
point  of  personal  pnvUe^  but  was 
not  recognized  twice  and  had  his 
microphme  cut  off  twice 

McCarty  told  the  Recorder  he  does 
not  believe  he  is  partisan.  “Atthecon- 
vention,  I  crossed  back  and  forth  over 
the  lines  of  skirmudi,”  he  said. 

“I  can  be  seen  with  everyone  from 
Roy  Honeycutt  to  Adrian  Rogers.” 
Hontycutt  is  president  of  SoiRhem 
Seminary  in  Louisville;  Rogers  is  a 
former  conservative  SBC  president. 

McCarty  has  been  the  SBC 
parliamentarian  since  1966.  Last  year, 
he  was  paid  about  $14,500  for  his  ser¬ 
vices.  Recently,  he  was  hired  by  the 
executive  committee  of  Southern 
Seminary’s  trustees.  “I  am  looking 
forward  to  working  with  their 
trustees. 

Marv  Knox,  former  feature  editor 
of  Baptist  Press,  is  editor  of  The 
Western  Recorder,  newsjoumal  of  the 
Kentucky  Baptist  Convention. 


Lottie  Moon  gifts  increase,  but  miss  goal 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptists  gave  about  $80.2  million  to 
the  1969  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offer¬ 
ing  for  foreign  missions,  which  pays 
nearly  half  the  cost  of  running  the 
denomination’s  world  mission 
program. 

\^en  financial  books  closed  May 
31,  Southern  Baptists  had  sent 
$80,197,870.78  to  help  finance  mission 
work  throughout  the  world.  The 
amount  represents  a  1.79  percent  in¬ 


crease  over  1968  receipts  and  is  the 
highest  total  yet  for  the  annual  offer¬ 
ing,  which  generally  is  given  in  local 
churches  during  December. 

Even  so,  the  total  missed  the  $81 
million  goal.  ’The  increase  in  1969  over 
1968  also  failed  to  keep  pace  with  the 
4  to  5  percent  inflation  rate  in  the 
United  States  and  even  hi^r  infla¬ 
tion  rates  in  many  countries  where 
Southern  Baptists  missionaries  live 
and  work. 


The  last  time  the  offering  total 
reached  or  exceeded  its  goal  was  in 
1961.  Earlier  projections  nased  on  a 
survey  of  various  state  Baptist  con¬ 
ventions  had  indiciited  1989  receipts 
would  exceed  the  $81  million  goal  by 
about  $300,000. 

The  actual  1989  tally  amounted  to 
about  99  percent  of  the  goal.  To  reach 
the  1990  goal  of  $86  million.  Southern 
Baptists  will  need  to  increase  their 
giving  by  about  7.2  percent  this  year. 


PROBE  consultants 
train  in  Jackson 


A  total  of  28  PROBE  consultants 
were  trained  in  Jackson  in  May.  ’Diese 
leaders  will  be  available  to  churches 
and  associations  to  help  determine 
new  work  and  ministry  opportunities 
throughout  Mississippi.  PROBE)S  are 
surveys  which  discover  pockets  of 
pei^le  where  ministries  are  needed  (m- 
new  congr^tions  could  be  organiz¬ 
ed  to  b^in  churches.  ’They  utilize 
research  and  studies  of  the  past  and 
projections  for  the  future  of  a 
community. 

The  Cooperative  Missions  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board  provided  the  training 
event  which  was  led  by  Bill  Long, 
associate  director  for  R^ion  1  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board’s  Field  Servic¬ 


ing  Department. 

“Our  department  has  a  goal  of  con- 
ductii^  15  PROBES  per  year  in  order 
to  train  the  people,  discover  needs, 
and  meet  those  needs,”  said  Ray 
Grissett,  director  of  the  Cooperative 
Missions  Department. 

'Die  associational  missions  develop¬ 
ment  director  and  the  church  mis¬ 
sions  development  director,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Brotherhood,  WMU, 
and  Sunday  School  director,  can  team 
up  to  assist  in  the  PROBES.  To 
schedule  a  PROBE,  contact  Grissett 
at  the  Cooperative  Missions  Depart¬ 
ment,  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205, 
phone  968-3800. 

The  next  PROBE  in  Mississippi  is 
set  for  Aug.  2-3  in  the  Prentiss 
Association. 


Clinton  Joymakers  sing  at  SBC 


By  Carl 

Seventy-six  smior  adults,  members 
of  the  Joymakers  CJhoir  of  First 
Church,  Clinton,  sang  for  the  Music 
Conference  of  the  Swthem  Baptist 
Convention  in  New  Orleans. 

From  58  to  96  years  of  age,  with  the 
majority  past  70,  the  choir  had 
memorized  a  20-minute  concert  and 
presented  it  under  the  direction  of 
William  Bacon,  minister  (rf  music  and 
accompanied  by  Mickey  Landrum. 

Among  the  numbers  were  several 
from  a  new  musical  especially  com¬ 
posed  for  older  adults  by  Irene  Mar¬ 
tin  of  Forest,  Miss.,  entitled  'The 
Doors  of  Life.  ’This  was  the  premier 
pa*fonnance  of  these  numbers.  She 
had  provided  machine  copies  before 
the  entire  work  had  gone  to  the 
printer.  Ms.  Martin  was  in  the  au¬ 
dience  for  this  initial  performance. 

Organized  seven  years  ago  by 
Glenn  Shows,  then  minister  of  ac¬ 
tivities  (rf  the  church,  the  choir  has 
IM'esented  concerts  in  a  number  ^ 
churches  in  Mississippi  and  on 
several  trips  into  otho-  states.  It  ac¬ 
cept^  an  invitation  to  give  a  concert 
at  Ridgecrest  Baptist  AssmnUy  in 

Ridgecrest 
Mission  becomes 
Ridgecrest  Church 


Meintire  • 

North  Carolina  one  summer.  At  the 
recent  state  senior  adult  choir  festival 
in  Hattiesburg,  the  choir  was 
recognized  for  a  superior 
performance. 

For  the  chartered  bus  trip  to  New 
Orleans,  which  included  one  night  in 
a  motel,  the  members  paid  much  of 
their  own  expenses. 

At  the  close  of  their  New  Orleans 
ccHicert,  the  choir  was  given  a  stan¬ 
ding  ovation  by  the  large  crowd  at 
First  Church,  New  Orleans. 

Carl  Meintire  is  a  member  of  the 
choir  and  a  columnist  for  the  Jackson 
(Tlarion-Ledger. 

Right  thing  .  .  . 

(Continued  frmo  page  3) 

“AU  over  this  world  66  percent  of  the 
peo|de  do  not  even  claim  to  be  Chris¬ 
tian,  and  26  percent  of  the  world  has 
not  even  had  a  chance  to  hear  the 
Gospel. 

“I  ask  you  one  question:  Did  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  die  fw  all  the 
world?  Do  you  want  to  send  a 
message  to  the  villages  of  Africa,  the 
cities  of  Asia?  Or  shall  we  simply  send 
the  message.  There’s  no  one  to 
come?’  ” 

The  service  marked  the  second 
time  the  mission  board  has  held  an 
appointment  service  during  the  con- 
vention'k  annual  meeting.  It  was  the 
third  of  six  foreim  missions  appoint¬ 
ment  services  soneduled  fw  1990.  The 
34  appointees  join  more  than  3,700 
missionaries  serving  in  116  countries. 

Mark  Wingfield  b  on  the  staff  of 
FMB. 


Showm  a(  recent  ceremonies  for  the 
constitution  of  Ridgecrest  Mission  as 
Ridgecrest  Church  are  1bmmy  Snyder, 
pastor  of  Tate  Street  Church,  Corinth; 
Doi^  Ferris,  pastor  of  Ridgecrest  Church, 
Corinth;  Nat  Mayhall,  recently  retired 
director  of  missions,  Alcorn  Association. 

Ridgecrest  Mission,  Corinth, 
became  Ridgecrest  Church  on  May 
20.  ’The  constitution  was  marked  by  a 
ceremonial  presentation  of  the 
to  the  land  mother  churdynstor 
'Ibmmy  Snyder  of  ’Ihte  Street  Church, 
Corinth  (Alcorn).  Ridgecrest’s  32 
charter  members,  with  other  guests, 
attended  a  reception  which  followed 
messages  delivered  by  the  mission’s 
first  pastor  ’Ibmmy  Wilder,  and  the 
present  pastor,  Doug  Farris. 
Ridgecrest  is  presently  housed  in  a 
mobile  chapel,  but  hopes  to  start  its 
first  unit  building  some  time  this 
summer. 


SEE  the  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY 
and  stay  at  Keller’s  Country  Dorm 
Resort  (for  groups  of  12  to  160) 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air- 
conditioned  lodging,  swimming,  $9 
tickets,  grilled  burger  cookout, 
and  breakfast  —  all  for  $24  each! 
Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

SOCIAL  WORKER  for  maternity 
home  setting  of  a  national 
Southern  Baptist  agency.  MSW 
preferred,  BSW  considered.  Must 
have  casework  skills.  Send 
RESUME  to  Director,  Sellers  Bap¬ 
tist  Home,  2010  Peniston  St.,  New 
Orleans,  LA  70115. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 


Ruth’s  devotion  to  Naomi  mirrors  loving  commitment 


By  Lannie  Wilbourn 
Ruth  1:1-22 

“Is  God  at  work  in  the  world  today?”  is  the 
question  asked  by  believers  and  seekers  after 
God.  It  is  often  asked  in  the  negative  tone,  ex- 
DMting  a  “No”  answer.  In 
his  bo^  Against  the  Night, 
Chuck  Colson  says,  “An  out¬ 
break  of  crime,  corruption, 
and  chaos  has  resulted  from 
the  virulent  breakup  of  the 
American  family.  Harvard 
professors  . . .  have  traced 
the  close  connection  be¬ 
tween  crime  and  the  lack  of 
proper  moral  training  in  the 
home.”  The  book  of  Ruth 
be^ns  with  a  normal  fami¬ 
ly,  living  in  a  godle^  time  It  becomes  the  story 
of  a  family  broken  by  death  and  struggling, 
with  God  at  work  in  their  brokenness. 

The  setting  of  Ruth  was  the  time  after  the 
death  (rf  Joshua,  and  before  Samuel  became  the 
leader  of  Israel.  “The  judges  ”  are  the  leaders 
mentioned  in  the  book  of  Judges.  It  was  a 
chaotic  time  when  “Israel  had  no  king; 


Wilbourn 


BIBLE  BOOK 


everyone  did  as  he  saw  fit”  (Judges  17 :6,  NIV) . 
Morals  and  family  life  broke  down  during  that 
time.  Moab  was  southeast  across  the  Dead  Sea 
from  Judah,  the  southernmost  tribe  of  Israel. 
Elimelech  moved  his  family,  and  th^  became 
resident  aliens  in  Moab.  The  name  in  ancient 
times  reflected  the  character  or  personality  of 
the  individual.  Elimelech,  (God  is  king),  was 
a  devout  man  marri^  to  Naomi,  (pleasant; 
delightful),  a  gracious  woman.  He  was  from  an 
old,  established  family.  Their  oldest  son, 
Mahlon,  (sick;  to  be  weak),  married  Ruth, 
(friendship),  but  didn’t  live  long,  due  to  bad 
health.  Kilion,  (failing;  pining),  who  was  not 
pleasant  company,  married  Orpah,  (firmness 
of  neck;  stiff-necked),  who  wasn’t  pleasant 
company  either.  He  died,  too.  There  were  three 
widows. 

There  were  few  jobs  for  women  in  that  day. 
Marriage  was  the  one  option  offering  economic 


and  social  stability.  Naomi  felt  she  had  to  find 
husbands  for  Ruth  and  Orpah.  She  recognized 
(jrod’s  loyalty  and  love  in  me  provision  of  food 
for  his  people  So,  the  three  poverty-stricken 
widows  be^n  the  journey  to  Judah.  Naomi 
pleaded  with  Ruth  and  Orp^  to  go  back  to  their 
mother’s  homes.  In  that  polygamous  society 
their  mothers  likely  had  charge  of  the  women’s 
quarters  where  th^  could  live.  Also,  husbands 
would  be  easier  to  find  in  Moab. 

Naomi’s  plea  was  for  the  Lord  to  show  “kind¬ 
ness”  to  them  as  they  had  done  with  the  dead 
and  with  Naomi.  She  used  the  personal  name 
of  the  God  of  Israel,  “Yahweh.”  In  those  cir¬ 
cumstances,  that  was  a  strong  sign  of  Naomi’s 
faith.  Her  prayer  was  for  God’s  “kindness,”  also 
rendered  in  the  Old  Testament  as  loving¬ 
kindness,  sometimes  as  Iqyalty,  and  other  times 
as  love  All  are  characteristic  of  God.  She 
prayed  that  he  would  deal  with  the  daughters- 
in-law  according  to  her  character.  All  of  us  can 
safely  pray  the  same  way. 

One  of  the  great  lessons  we  can  learn  from 
this  painful  parting  is  to  get  in  touch  with  and 
give  proper  expression  to  our  feelings. 
Rebuilding  emotionally  begins  after  we  have 


expressed  our  feeling  honestly.  Also,  recognize 
that  our  deepest  feelii^  and  fears  are  not  hid¬ 
den  from  Gm.  Naomi  showed  this  by  setting 
her  bitterness  with  her  life  against  the 
foithfulness  of  God. 

Ruth  showed  her  love  J>y  remaining  as  a 
daughter  to  Naomi.  Her  answer  to  Naomi  is  a 
classic  expression  of  faithfulness,  loving  com¬ 
mitment,  and  determination.  Ruth  promised  to 
share  Naomi’s  future  Is  it  ^  wonoer  that  this 
passage  is  a  favorite  readii^  at  weddings? 

Ruth’s  decision  had  spiritual  implications 
also.  Naomi’s  (Jod  would  be  her  God.  Naomi’s 
name  for  God  in  verse  20,  “The  Almighty,”  is 
from  the  Hebrew  word  “Shaddai.”  In  Genesis 
17:1;  43:14;  and  49:25,  “Shaddai”  is  used  for 
(jod  who  (1)  transforms  helplessness  into  bless- 
.ing;  (2)  gives  protection  in  uncertainty;  and  (3) 
turns  profit  from  problems. 

Naomi  believed  God  was  at  work  in  his  world. 
God’s  loyalty  was  imaged  by  Naomi  and  Ruth. 
'That  is  the  way  faith  wc^  in  real  life  when  God 
is  at  work  in  his  world  where  our  families  live. 
What  “image”  does  your  family  mirror? 

Wilbourn  is  pastor.  Pinelake  Church, 
Brandon. 


What  is  your  top  priority 


By  Bob  Rogers 
Proverbs  4:1-13 

What  is  your  top  priority?  During  the  Rus¬ 
sian  Revolution,  some  Russian  clergymen 
demonstrated  that  their  priorities  were  mixed 
up  As  the  country  was  being 
swept  with  violent  change, 
they  met  to  debate  the  hot 
issue  of  the  number  and 
placement  of  buttons  on 
their  clerical  robes!  Pro¬ 
verbs  4:1-13  deals  with  the 
issue  of  proper  priorities  for 
our  lives. 

In  verse  1  the  writer  says, 
“Hear,  ye  children,  the  in¬ 
struction  of  a  father.”  In 
Hebrew,  “children”  is  the 
plural  form  of  son,  which  can  be  translated 
either  as  son  or  as  children.  The  first  eight 
chapters  of  Proverbs  contain  at  least  15 
references  to  “my  son”  or  “my  sons.”  Some  in¬ 
terpreters  take  this  as  a  master  teacher  who 
is  instructing  his  students,  whom  he  calls 
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“sons.”  However,  it  seems  more  natural  to 
understand  this  as  advice  from  a  father  to  his 
own  family,  especially  since  he  is  passing  along 
what  he  learned  from  his  own  father  and 
mother,  according  to  verse  3. 

What  is  it  that  Uie  father  urges  his  family  to 
hear?  What  did  he  learn  from  past  generations 
that  he  eagerly  desires  to  pass  on?  The  answer 
begins  in  verse  5:  “Get  wisdom,  get  understan¬ 
ding.”  When  the  Bible  sp^ks  of  wisdom,  it 
refers  to  more  than  intelligence  or  common 
sense;  it  means  godliness.  Proverbs  .1:7  says 
wisdom  is  based  on  reverence  for  the  Lord.  So 
the  father  encourages  his  family  to  do  much 
more  than  get  an  education;  he  encourages 
them  to  trust  the  Lord.  As  Elarl  Kelly  has  said, 
“Heaven  will  be  made  up  of  the  regenerated, 
not  the  educated.” 

Verse  7  continues  on  this  theme,  but  the  verse 
is  difficult  to  translate.  Literally,  the  Hebrew 
says,  “First  wisdom,  get  wisdom.”  Some 


translators  see  this  as  meaning  that  the  first 
step  in  obtaining  wisdom  is  having  a  desire  to 
acquire  wisdom.  In  other  words,  you  have  to 
really  want  it  to  get  it.  Other  translators  refkier 
it  as  the  New  International  Version  does: 
“Wisdom  is  suprem^  therefore  get  wisdom.” 
This  second  translation  fits  more  smoothly  in¬ 
to  the  emphasis  here  on  the  importance  of 
wisdtom.  Remembering  that  biblical  wisdom  is 
fear  of  the  Lord,  verse  7  is  similar  in  meaning 
to  Jesus’  words  in  Matthew  6:33  to  seek  first  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

Wisdom  results  in  rewards:  protection  (v.  6), 
honor  (v.  8),  glory  (v.  9),  and  long  life  (v.  10). 
'These  are  go^  reasons  in  themselves  to  seek 
godly  wisdom,  but  the  greatest  reason  is 
because  “she  (wisdom)  is  thy  life”  (v.  13).  Verse 
11  says  wisdom  leads  to  the  “right  paths,”  and 
verse  12  says  that  it  keeps  us  from  stumbling. 
When  our  minds  and  hearts  are  focused  on 
God’Is  will,  we  will  get  wisdom,  and  that  wiscknn 
is  our  very  life 

'Ibny  Clampolo,  in  his  book.  Who  Switched  the 
Price  lYigs?,  tells  us  of  one  night  when  his 


children  were  very  small,  and  his.wife  called 
him  into  their  bedroom.  She  pointed  to  them 
stretched  out  in  the  beds  with  angelic  expres¬ 
sions  on  their  faces.  Tlien  she  whispered,  “Look 
long  and  hard,  'Ibny,  because  they’ll  never  be 
like  that  again.”  Tb  be  wise  Christians,  we  must 
look  long  and  hard  at  the  wonder  of  God’s  crea¬ 
tion  and  the  amazing  grace  he  provides  through 
•Jesus  (Christ.  To  be  wise  Chllstians,  we  must 
not  swallow  someone  else’s  idea  of  truth;  but 
look  long  and  hard  into  God’s  Word  and  find  his 
will  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Questions  to  consider: 

1.  On  whai  do  you  spend  the  greatest  km.ount 
of  time  and  n^oney?  Does  this  indicatej^you 
are  giving  |)riority  to  seeking  godly  ^sdom? 

2.  What  wisdom  have  you  learned  fi^  yt^ 
family?  Can  you  share  wise  sayings  from  your 
mother  and  father? 

3.  How  can  wisdom  result  in  the  rewards 
found  in  verses  6,  8,  9,  and  10? 

4.  What  pitfalls  in  life  will  be  avoided  when 
we  seek  G^’s  wisdom? 

Rogers  is  pastor.  Calvary  Church.  Gloster. 


Treat  all  justly,  according  to  law  of  love 


By  Jim  Smith 
James  2:1-13 

It  is  human  nature  to  make  judgments  about 
people  (Ml  the  basis  of  how  our  relationship  with 
that  person  will  affect  us.  We  alwa^  want  to 
know  how  we  will  benefit 
from  that  relationship 
and/or  how  much  it  will 
“cost”  us  to  be  involved  in 
that  relationship. 

Ibday’s  advertising  in¬ 
dustry  has  capitalize  on 
this  “sinful”  element  of  our 
human  nature  to  further 
enhance  our  desire  to  ask 
first,  “What’s  in  it  for  me?” 
rather  than,  “What  can  I  do 
to  minister  to  this  person 
in  the  name  of  my  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus 
C!hrist?”  James  addressed  this  age-old  miestion 
of  the  “respect  of  persons”  —  the  sin  of  giving 
preference  to  someone  whose  status  may  be  of 
benefit  to  us,  as  opposed  to  giving  equal  treat¬ 
ment  to  everyone.  We  as  Christians  must  learn 
to  respond  out  of  the  love  of  Christ  and  not  for 
self  gain. 

Our  country  was  birthed  out  of  the  prejudice 


LIFE  AND  WORK 

that  ruled  Eiuope  at  the  close  of  the  Middle 
Ages.  Men  were  often  accepted  or  rejec^  upon 
the  basis  of  their  religious  practice,  financial 
status,  race  or  national  origin,  and  political  af¬ 
finity.  'The  opening  words  of  the  second  section 
of  The  Declaration  of  Independence  show  the 
desire  of  the  founding  fathers  to  free  men  from 
the  oppression  of  prejudice  “We  hold  these 
truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal,  that  they  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  unalienable  Rights,  that 
among  these  are  Life  Liberty  and  the  pursuit 
of  Happiness.” 

By  looking  at  the  outward  appearance  of 
man,  we  totally  neglect  the  inwai^  heart  and 
soul  of  the  man.  Do  not  allow  yourself  to  be 
deceived  into  making  a  decision  to  accept  or 
reject  someone  solely  on  the  basis  of  outward 
appearance.  Jesus  always  looked  to  the  heart 
of  men  to  make  his  evaluation.  One  can  not 
know  the  heart  of  anyone  by  looking  at  their  out¬ 
ward  appearance.  Appearances  deceive,  and 
persons  as  well  as  appearances  can  change  in 


the  hands  of  a  loving  God. 

Jesus  loves  the  poor  and  the  rich,  white  and 
black,  the  whole  and  the  infirm ;  he  died  for  all 
without  making  any  distinction.  When  we  show 
partiality  to  people  on  ai^  basis,  we  do  not  show 
the  love  of  God.  We  sin  against  Jesus  and 
dishonor  the  name  which  we  are  called. 

When  we  as  CJuistians  let  our  sinful  natural 
tendencies  get  the  upper  habd,  Christ  is  not  in 
control  of  our  lives.  We  must  strive  to  turn  com¬ 
plete  control  of  our  lives,  thoughts,  speech  and 
actions  over  to  Jesus.  I  remember  how  shock¬ 
ed  I  was  when  I  heard  a  dear,  sweet  lady  who 
was  a  charter  member  of  a  church  I  attended, 
comment  on  a  couple  I  had  been  encouraging 
to  unite  with  the  church.  She  said,  “You  know. 
Brother  Jim,  we  just  really  don’t  want  that  kind 
of  people  in  our  church.”  When  we  begin  to  ex¬ 
clude  “that  kind  of  people”,  whoever  they  are, 
then  our  churches  have  ceased  to  be  Christ’s 
church.  (Dhrist  died  to  save  everyone  who  calls 
upon  his  name,  regardless  of  our  criteria  for 
acceptance. 

When  we  come  to  worship  God  it  is  a  high  and 
holy  time  We  must  lay  aside  everything  that 
may  separate  us  from  God,  or  we  can  not  come 
before  him  in  worship.  Jesus  said  “Therefore 


if  thou  bring  thy  gift  to  the  altar,  and  there 
rememberest  that  thy  brother  hath  ought 
against  thee;  Leave  there  thy  gift  before  the 
altar,  and  go  thy  way ;  first  be  reconciled  to  thy 
brother,  and  then  come  and  offer  thy  gift.” 
(Matt.  5:23-24,  KJV).  We  must  have  a  ri^t  rela¬ 
tionship  with  men  before  we  can  have  a  right 
relationship  with  a  holy  (^. 

'The  Old  ^lament  in  Lev.  19:18  tells  us  we 
should  not  make  judgments  on  the  basis  of 
anything  but  love,  . .  thou  shalt  love  Uiy 
neighbor  as  thyself:  . . . (KJV).  The  violation 
of  the  law  of  love  is  as  serious  as  any  other  sin, 
although  we  like  to  think  differently.  But  I  find 
no  indication  in  God’s  Word  that  one  sin  is  more 
acceptable  to  (tod  than  any  other.  I  believe  the 
indication  is  that  the  person  who  judges  rather 
than  loves  shall  be  judged  without  mercy. 

We  must  ask  ourselves,  what  is  my  attitude 
of  acceptance?  Is  my  attitude  based  upon  the 
love  of  (tod  for  all  mankind,  or  have  I  sinned 
in  the  “respect”  of  person?  You  may  need  to 
make  an  attitude  adjustment  to  reflect  the  love 
God  has  shown  you  through  his  Son  Jesus, 
Christ. 

Jim  Smith  is  pastor,  Mt.  Gilead  Church, 
Meridian. 
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Women  in  Ministry  Ofliceis  —  Southern  Baptist  Women  in  Ministry  officers,  elected 
during  the  organization's  June  9-10  annual  meeting,  are  (from  left)  Nancy  Campbell, 
treasurer,  a  chaplain  in  training  at  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  Hospital,  Houston,  Texas; 
Cindy  Johnson,  recorder,  minister  at  large  at  First  Church.  Rockville,  Gaithersburg, 
Md.;  Sheila  Black,  membership,  church  and  community  ministries  in  Mecklenburg 
Association,  Charlotte,  N.C.;  Ch^  Collins,  vice  president,  minister  of  youth  at  McLean 
Church,  McLean,  Va.;  Car^n  Cole  Bucy,  president,  minister  to  youth  at  Lake  Shore 
Church,  ^^o,  Ibxas;  and  Pam  Tanner,  program  chair,  minister  of  music  and  wor¬ 
ship  at  William  Trace  Church;,  Sugar  Land,  Texas.  (BC  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


Compassion,  not  demand 
reaches  people,  DOMs  told 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  More  un¬ 
churched  people  will  be  reached  by 
the  compassion  of  cooperating  chur¬ 
ches  than  demanding  a  strict  loyal¬ 
ty  to  the  Bible,  an  associational  diiW- 
tor  of  missions  told  his  peers  in  their 
two^y  annual  meeting. 

Russell  Bennett  of  Louisvill^  Ky., 
made  that  statement  in  his  president’s 
address  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
ference  of  Associational  Directors  of 
Missions  in  Metairie,  La.,  preceding 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

“I  don't  think  people  go  to  hell 
because  of  brothels  and  gambling 
dens,”  said  Bennett,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  Long  Run  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion.  “They  go  to  hell  bmause  Chris¬ 
tians  don’t  love 

“People  seldom  enter  the  kingdom 


By  Mark  Wingfield 

of  God  because  of  some  eloquent 
speaker,  but  because  some  loving  soul 
has  caned  for  them.  We  do  not  need 
hi^  pressure  preaching  to  increase 
guilt  so  that  p^ple  are  immersed 
again  and  again.  Rather  we  need 
churches  that  extend  love  to  out¬ 
siders.” 

Charles  Carter,  i»stor  of  Shades 
Mountain  LJhurch  in  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  echoed  that  theme  by  encourag¬ 
ing  directors  of  missions  not  to 
b^ome  so  caught  up  in  doing  good 
that  they  forget  to  do  the  greatest 
good. 

“The  greatest  enemy  most  of  us 
confront  in  doing  the  best  is  not  doing 
the  worst;  it’s  doing  good.  Our 
greatest  enemy  is  doing  good  but 


secondary  things,”  he  said.  “God  for¬ 
bid  we  go  down  in  history  as  the 
denomination  that  fought  over  who 
believed  the  Bible  while  the  world 
went  to  hell.” 

Jerry  Clower,  a  star  of  the  Grand 
Ole  Opry  and  Southern  Baptist 
layman,  used  humor  to  address  issues 
in  the  denomination’s  11-year-old  in¬ 
ternal  fight. 

“Watch  my  jips:  I  do  not  worship 
the  Bible,”  Clower  declared.  “I  had  a 
personal  experience  with  Jesus  C!hrist 
when  I  was  13  years  of  age.  I  am  in 
love  with  and  worship  Jesus. 

“Let’s  not  take  our  focus  off  Jesus. 
Folks  are  going  to  die  and  go  to  hell 
while  we  decide  who  believes  the  Bi¬ 
ble.” 

Wingfield  writes  for  HMB. 


HMB  highlights  starting  churches 


By  Bob  Stanley 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  A  top  Meimaris,  missionary  and  language  pMple  in  the  past  year.  R  went  to 
Southern  Baptist  Mission  Board  of-  missions  director  for  the  Baptist  Con-  Richard  Jackson,  pasUn-  of  North 
ficial  and  four  of  its  most  successful  vention  of  New  England,  Nor-  Phoenix  Church,  Phoenix,  Ariz. 
church  planters  challenged  Southern  thborough.  Mass.;  and  Kenneth  Presenting  the  plaque,  Lewis  noted 
Baptists  June  12  to  get  serious  about  Weathersby,  pastw  of  Douglas  Avenue  that  North  Phoenix  has  led  the  con- 
winning  America  for  Christ.  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  vention  in  baptisms  during  seven  of 

Charles  L.  Chaney,  vice-president  At  the  beginning  ot  the  service,  the  10  years  in  the  1980s;  1981, ’82, ’83, 
foe  extension,  said  the  board  is  ahead  board  President  Larry  Lewis  ’87,  *88  and  ’89.  In  10  i^rs,  the  church 
of  the  pace  needed  to  meet  its  goal  of  presented  its  Hrst  annual  plaque  to  the  has  baptized  more  than  11,400  people, 
having  50,000  churches  by  A.D.  2000.  church  th^  has  baptized  the  most  Bob  Stanley  fe  on  the  staff  of  FMB. 
Last  year  it  started  new  churches  at 
the  rate  of  three  and  a  half  churches 
everyday,  he  noted. 

But  he  urged  the  12,000  messengers 

at  the  home  missions  emphasis  to  J  •  J  J  J  XT  •  • 

come  back  next  ;^r  and  be  able  to  Lianaiaates  address  ilispamcs 

say,  “We  re  building  four  a  day.  .  A 

Chaney  listed  Uitm  reasons  why  he 

asked  pc^cipants  at  the  SBC  session  NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  The  the  Hispanic  ministers  to  remain 
to  cixnmit  themselves  anew  to  higher  Southern  Baptist  (Convention’s  two  faithful  in  running  toward  the  goal  of 
levels  of  church-starting;  principal  (presidential  candidates  of-  equal  rights,  respect  and  responsit^- 

—  “Because  of  our  constant  obliga-  fered  Hispanic  Baptist  ministers  at  ty  within  the  Southern  Baptist 

tion  to  the  lost.”  Some  have  estimated  their  annual  fellowship  meeting  the  Chnvmtion. 

that  as  many  as  170  million  chance  either  to  “make  complete  the  '  llie  fellowship  elected  Yamile  Fer- 

Americans  do  not  know  Jesus  (Christ  course  correction”  or  “turn  attention  nandez,  pastor  ol  Community  Church 

as  their  Savior,  he  said.  This  means  away  from  an  internal  power  strug-  in  Santa  Ana,  (CaliL,  as  president, 

that  only  four  other  nations  in  the  gle”  in  the  nation’s  largest  non-  Other  officers  are;  first  vice  presi- 

world  have  greater  non-Christian  Catholic  denomination.  dent,  Ray  Carbajal,  associational 

populations  than  this  country,  he  said.  Morris  Chapman,  pastor  of  First 

—  “Because  of  the  current  oppor-  (Church  of  Wichita  Falls,  Ibxas,  and 
tunity  we  have  in  this  nation.”  For  the  Daniel  Vestal,  pastor  of  Dunwoody 
first  time,  one  denomination  has  the  (Church  in  sidxirban  Atlanta,  address- 
numerical  strength  and  ethnic  diver-  ed  the  Southern  Ekiptist  Hispanic 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  — Ministers’  values  right  now.  We  must  gear  up  the  sity  to  reach  the  nation  for  (Christ,  he  Ministers  (Conference  in  New  Ori^ns, 
wives  in  New  Orleans  June  12  were  foundation  of  our  family  ....  Who  is  said,  “and  that’s  Southern  Baptists.”  JUhe  10-11. 

encouraged  Tuesday  to  “inherit  the  going  to  provide  that  if  we  don’t  as  With  congregations  encompassing  97  Other  speakers  challenged  the 
blessing.”  mothers?”  native  groups  and  101  languag^,  in-  Hispanic  ministers  to  “b^ome  an  in- 

Addr^ing  the  Southern  Baptist  Ministers’  wives  should  remember  eluding  1,300  black  churches,  Chaney  tegral  part  of  Southern  Baptist  life” 

Ministers’  Wives  luncheon,  Shirley  the  task  to  which  God  has  called  them  said,  “we  can  address  this  whoje  na-  and  accept  the  responsibility  to 
Dobson  told  the  1,027  women,  “Many  —  being  a  part  of  their  husbands’  tion.”  evangelize  unchurched  Hispanics. 

of  you  think  the  burden  you’re  carry-  ministries  and  providing  a  warm  at-  —  “Because  of  our  commitment  to  (Chapman  underscored  his  belief  in 
ing  is  too  heavy,  but  what  you  are  do-  mosphere  at  home,  she  reminded.  the  Great  (Commission.”  (Chaney  trac-  the  “inspir^,  infallibly  inerrant  Woi^ 
ing  has  eternal  significance.  In  other  action,  1990  SBMW  Presi-  ed  the  development  of  churches  as  the  of  God,”  arid  he  expressed  his  desire 

“While  you’re  Out  doing  the  Lord’s  dent  Lynda  Elstep  passed  the  gavel  to  Holy  Spirit  led  disciples  in  the  early  to  “enlarge  the  tent”  to  include  all 
work,  don’t  neglect  your  own  (Carole  Hughes,  wife  of  John  E.  church,  noting  that  wherever  the  Southern  Baptists  who  share  his  con- 

families,”  said  the  wife  of  James  Dob-  Hughes,  pastor  of  First  (Church,  In-  disciples  went  they  made  other  victions  on  the  inspiration  and 

son,  family  psychologist.  She  added  dependence.  Mo.  Other  1991  officers  disciples  and  planted  churches.  authority  of  the  Bible.  “I  want  to  en- 
mothers  should  ferventlv  and  con-  are  Margaret  (Carter,  wife  of  (Charles  At  the  close  of  the  service,  compass  all  ^them  Baptists  who 
sistently  pray  for  their  children,  ar-  ().  Carter,  pastor  of  First  (Church,  messengers  willing  to  commit  to  believe  in  our  perpetuation  of 

range  quality  time  to  spend  with  Jonesboro,  Ga.,  vice  president;  leading  their  churches  to  start  new  allegiance  to  God’s  perfect  Word,”  he 

them,  and  create  family  traditions  Margaret  Murchison,  wife  of  Roger  congregations  were  asked  to  check  a  said. 

that  ^ve  “a  sense  of  identity  and  uni-  Murchison,  minister  at  First  Church,  card  on  the  back  of  the  program  and  Vestal  said  the  11-year  controversy 
queness  to  a  family.”  Augusta,  Ga.,  secretary-treasurer;  ^ve  it  to  home  missionaries  standing  within  the  SBC  has  cuverted  Southern 

“Whether  we  like  it  or  not,  we  are  and  June  Baggett,  wife  of  Hudson  D.  by  the  exits.  Baptists’  attention  from  their  need  to 

the  thermostats  of  our  homes.  We  Baggett,  editor  of  The  Alabama  Bap-  Preceding  (Chaney’s  appeal,  four  evangelize  the  United  ^tes’  growing 
determine  the  temperature,”  con-  tist,  Birmingham,  corresponding  other  church  planters  from  Florida,  ethnic  population.  “While  we  as  a 


Ministers’  wives  urj 
to  ‘inherit  blessing’ 
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tinued  Dobson,  a  meiriber  of  the  board  secretary. 


Louisiana  and  Califor-  denomination  have  been  emlMxriled  in 


they  are  helping  to  start  an  internal  struggle,  America  has 


of  directors  for  Focus  on  the  Frimily, 


im  providing 


I  wanted  to  throw  in  a  comment  or  new  congregations.  Th^  are  Rick  been  changing,  and  we  are  losing 

counseling  and  advice  for  Christian  two,  but  rude  interruptions  were  never  Warren,  pastor  of  Saddleback  Valley  touch  with  the  character  and  nature 

families.  “ll»e  woman’s  responsibili-  my  way,  so  I  waited  politely  until  he  Community  (Church  in  Mission  Viejo, .  of  our  country,”  he  said, 

ty  in  the  home  is  to  provide  a  sense  of  was  through,  then  forgot  what  I  (Calif.;  G.  Franklin  Beam,  church  Daniel  Sotelo,  pastor  of  Templo 

warmth,  beauty,  and  relaxation.  wanted  to  say.  —  Suzanne  Douglass,  planter  strategist  for  the  South  Bautista  in  Fresno^  Calif.,  and  presi- 

•  «•«  »  ^  m  _ _ _  * _ _*t_  •  ^ 


Florida  region.  Sunrise 


Ignatius  dent  of  the  conference,  encouraged 


